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Dear Friends,
The year 2020 will be remembered as the year of the Pandemic (Covid-19) by many people 

around the world. Many will be happy that the year has passed and a New Year has come. But 
perhaps scores of people have forgotten the blessings of life, good health, care, comfort, 
protection, love and mercy of the Lord during 2020. We have received numerous blessings and 
graces in the year gone by but we have not counted our blessings, we have only delved on what 
went wrong. Many are wondering what the New Year will be like? Will there bigger problems of a 
different kind? Will there be disasters and calamities? Will there be fear, crime and death? 

No one knows the future. Even if we do know something, what can we do about it, well one 
thing we should not do is to despair, moan, groan and complain. Whatever the present and 
whatever the future may bring we must always understand that the Lord is our hope and refuge, he 
is our fortress and rock and on his reassuring words we stand firm. We must remember that nothing 
is impossible for God. But for this to work in our favour we must be fervent and constant in prayer, 
have a deep and lasting faith in God and be humble at all times. Whatever our personal hopes and 
fears, our doubts and ambitions we must bring them all to the Lord in daily prayer.

As you get up each morning, look out of the window or go to the door and breathe in the fresh 
air and proclaim to all at home, "Isn't it great to be alive?" This will help everyone to be aware of the 
beauty and magnificence of life, the precious gift of God to each of us. Life is such a tremendous 
privilege, so exciting, that it is a cause for constant thanksgiving.

Make a resolution in the New Year to always start the day with prayer. Even if you do not have 
much time, yet squeeze in some minutes to pray. It is that important. Begin the day with the thought 
of God, His love and care and with the thought of your responsibility for serving him.

A wise person said it well: "Fill the mind full of God and the whole day will be full of 
happiness, even if the going gets hard".

St Theresa, the mystic always said,"let nothing disturb you; let nothing frighten you.         
Everything passes except God; God alone is sufficient." 

Daily say to yourself, God watches over me, over my house, over my loved ones. Then sleep 
in peace. Let go and let God in and you will have a wonderful New Year all throughout.
 Happy New Year. Wish you God's Love, Care and Blessings

Fr Melvin Jobard

HOLY FATHER'S INTENTION

Human Fraternity -  May the Lord give us the grace to live in full 

fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other religions, 

praying for one another, open to all.
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 As we Welcome 2021, no better imagery comes to my mind than 
these words from the Book of Revelation, "Behold I stand at the door and 
knock. If any man listens to my voice and opens the door to me, I will come 
in to him and will sup with him and he with me. He, who overcomes, I will 
permit him to sit with me upon my throne, as I also have overcome and have 
sat with my Father on his throne" (Rv.3:20-21). What better consoling words we hear as we 
desperately want to close the year 2020 and eagerly waiting to open up the New Year 2021.Though 
the year 2020 began with usual enthusiasm, yet soon the pandemic Covid-19 swept through the 
nations, causing untold misery, anguish and pain. The vivid memories of the people suffering, dying, 
inability to provide a decent burial to the dead, the feelings of rejection and loneliness are still 
hovering over our minds.
 However, when we accept whatever happens as a plan of God for us, there are reasons to 
cheer up and be grateful to God. Yes, the year 2020 has been an exceptional year, and we have many 
reasons to be grateful to God. The very fact that we are still breathing, still active and joyful, we are 
indebted to God. This pandemic has taught us many things. First and foremost, we are human beings; 
we are dependent on others; dependent on God, who is the supreme power. Secondly we need to 
express our gratitude to God for his immense grace during this year. We are also grateful to our 
fellow men, doctors, nurses, health workers, police and a host of others. During this pandemic we 
experienced love, generosity, concern and service of our neighbours and friends. This pandemic has 
also taught us to realize who we are. It has made us aware of the greatness of God, his almighty power 
over nature and above all his love for us. With such generous attitude of gratitude we welcome 2021.  
 The Season of Christmas and the last few days of this calendar year speak to us of the hope of 
life ahead. St John in his Gospel says "In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light 
shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it."(Jn1:4-5) Further in his first letter too, 
John insists "that God is light, and in him is no darkness. But if we walk in the light as he also in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his son, cleanses us from 
all sin" (1 Jn1:7).  This is the assurance of life in the light for the New Year to come.
 In order to brighten up the year 2021, and provide hope for mankind, Pope Francis has 
declared the Year 2021 as the Year of St. Joseph, submitting the whole human race to the care and 
protection of St. Joseph, the Patron of the Universal Church. Through his Apostolic Letter "Patris 
Corde" (with A Father's Heart) Pope Francis announced on December 8th, 2020 at the St. 
John Lateran Basilica that the year 2021 will be a year dedicated to St. Joseph, starting on 
December 8th, 2020 and closing on December 8th, 2021. This special concern of the Holy Father 
for the entire human race is going to be a period of grace for all of us. 
 With A Father's Heart: that is how Joseph loved Jesus whom all four Gospels refer to as "the 
Son of Joseph", begins the Apostolic Letter. Further it highlights the most important role played by 
Joseph in the fulfilment of the eternal plan of redemption of mankind. While Mary was chosen to be 
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the Mother of Jesus, Joseph was chosen to play the supportive and protective role for both Mary and 
Jesus. The two evangelists, Mathew and Luke, record a few instances related to the birth of the 
Saviour. Mathew in the genealogy of Jesus, places Joseph as the descendent of David from the house 
of Israel. Then, Joseph betrothed to Mary, is in deep distress, realizing that Mary was with child even 
before they came to live together. "Being a just man, and unwilling to put her to shame, he resolved to 
send her away quietly" (Mt1:19). Convinced by the message of an angel, Joseph did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took his wife (Mt1:24). Three dreams of Joseph are narrated by 
Mathew, having the same conclusion. Joseph obeys the will of God and is ever ready to carry out the 
plan revealed to him. 
 Luke's Gospel, in the Annunciation scene, mentioned Joseph of the house of David, 
betrothed to the Virgin whose name was Mary (Luke1:27). Joseph then undertakes that tedious 
journey "from Galilee from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem" (Lk 2:4). Without any explanation, Luke writes volumes about Joseph, "While they 
were there, the time came for her to be delivered. And she gave birth to her first born son and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger." (Lk 2:6-7). Joseph was present when shepherds 
came to worship the new born. "And they went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 
lying in a manger" (Lk2:16). Obeying the Law of the Lord, Joseph and Mary fulfilled the obligation 
of the circumcision, and naming the child; when the days of her purification were fulfilled according 
to the law of Moses they took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord; when Jesus was twelve 
years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast, which they observed every 
year. In all these instances Joseph is seen as a law abiding person, doing the will of God. A just 
man and a silent worker.
 In his personal reflection, Pope Francis enumerates the great values in the person of Joseph. 
Joseph's fatherly qualities are highlighted. Joseph is a beloved father of Jesus and a loving husband 
of Mary. He dedicated his entire life to protect and take care of Jesus and Mary. He silently bore all 
suffering, pain, anguish and inconveniences with a spirit of sacrifice. While Joseph saw Jesus 
growing "in wisdom and in years and in divine and human favour" (Lk 2:52), Jesus experience the 
tender love of God in Joseph. When God revealed his saving plan to Joseph, he received it willingly 
and obediently followed all instructions given to him in his dream. Working as a carpenter to earn his 
daily bread, makes him a model for all workers who toil for their daily bread. "Work is a means of 
participating in the work of salvation, an opportunity to hasten the coming of the kingdom, to 
develop our talents and abilities. A family without work is particularly vulnerable to difficulties, 
tension, estrangement and even break-up. Working person, whatever their job may be, is 
cooperating with God himself, and in some way become creators of the world around us" (No. 
6).Thus Pope Francis speaks of the present crises of unemployment, human dignity and dignity of 
labour, in the context of Joseph being a working father. Thus during this year of St. Joseph, 2021, we 
may reflect on various aspects of his life and learn from him to be a loving father just and obedient to 
the will of God; to be a silent worker at the same time a grave concern for others.
 The Apostolic Letter "Patris Corde" of Pope Francis will be published in parts in Jaipur 
Darpan. Each month there will be an extract published for your reading and prayerful reflection.
 Wishing you All A Very Happy and Grace filled New Year 2021.
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APOSTOLIC LETTER -
PATRIS CORDE 

OF THE HOLY FATHER
FRANCIS

ON THE 150th ANNIVERSARY
OF THE PROCLAMATION OF SAINT JOSEPH

AS PATRON OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH
 WITH A FATHER'S HEART: that is how Joseph loved Jesus, whom all four Gospels refer 

to as "the son of Joseph".[1]
Matthew and Luke, the two Evangelists who speak most of Joseph, tell us very little, yet 

enough for us to appreciate what sort of father he was, and the mission entrusted to him by God's 
providence.

We know that Joseph was a lowly carpenter (cf. Mt 13:55), betrothed to Mary (cf. Mt 1:18; 
Lk 1:27). He was a "just man" (Mt 1:19), ever ready to carry out God's will as revealed to him in the 
Law (cf. Lk 2:22.27.39) and through four dreams (cf. Mt 1:20; 2:13.19.22). After a long and tiring 
journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, he beheld the birth of the Messiah in a stable, since "there was 
no place for them" elsewhere (cf. Lk 2:7). He witnessed the adoration of the shepherds (cf. Lk 2:8-
20) and the Magi (cf. Mt 2:1-12), who represented respectively the people of Israel and the pagan 
peoples.

Joseph had the courage to become the legal father of Jesus, to whom he gave the name 
revealed by the angel: "You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins" (Mt 
1:21). As we know, for ancient peoples, to give a name to a person or to a thing, as Adam did in the 
account in the Book of Genesis (cf. 2:19-20), was to establish a relationship.

In the Temple, forty days after Jesus' birth, Joseph and Mary offered their child to the Lord 
and listened with amazement to Simeon's prophecy concerning Jesus and his Mother (cf. Lk 2:22-
35). To protect Jesus from Herod, Joseph dwelt as a foreigner in Egypt (cf. Mt 2:13-18). After 
returning to his own country, he led a hidden life in the tiny and obscure village of Nazareth in 
Galilee, far from Bethlehem, his ancestral town, and from Jerusalem and the Temple. Of Nazareth it 
was said, "No prophet is to rise" (cf. Jn 7:52) and indeed, "Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?" (cf. Jn 1:46). When, during a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Joseph and Mary lost track of the 
twelve-year-old Jesus, they anxiously sought him out and they found him in the Temple, in 
discussion with the doctors of the Law (cf. Lk 2:41-50).

After Mary, the Mother of God, no saint is mentioned more frequently in the papal 
magisterium than Joseph, her spouse. My Predecessors reflected on the message contained in the 
limited information handed down by the Gospels in order to appreciate more fully his central role in 
the history of salvation. Blessed Pius IX declared him "Patron of the Catholic Church",[2] Venerable 
Pius XII proposed him as "Patron of Workers"[3] and Saint John Paul II as "Guardian of the 
Redeemer".[4] Saint Joseph is universally invoked as the "patron of a happy death".[5]

Now, one hundred and fifty years after his proclamation as Patron of the Catholic Church by 
Blessed Pius IX (8 December 1870), I would like to share some personal reflections on this 
extraordinary figure, so close to our own human experience. For, as Jesus says, "out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks" (Mt 12:34). My desire to do so increased during these 
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months of pandemic, when we experienced, amid the crisis, how "our lives are woven together and 
sustained by ordinary people, people often overlooked. People who do not appear in newspaper and 
magazine headlines, or on the latest television show, yet in these very days are surely shaping the 
decisive events of our history. Doctors, nurses, storekeepers and supermarket workers, cleaning 
personnel, caregivers, transport workers, men and women working to provide essential services and 
public safety, volunteers, priests, men and women religious, and so very many others. They 
understood that no one is saved alone… How many people daily exercise patience and offer hope, 
taking care to spread not panic, but shared responsibility. How many fathers, mothers, grandparents 
and teachers are showing our children, in small everyday ways, how to accept and deal with a crisis 
by adjusting their routines, looking ahead and encouraging the practice of prayer. How many are 
praying, making sacrifices and interceding for the good of all".[6] Each of us can discover in Joseph - 
the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence - an intercessor, a support and a 
guide in times of trouble. Saint Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows 
can play an incomparable role in the history of salvation. A word of recognition and of gratitude is 
due to them all.
1. A beloved father

The greatness of Saint Joseph is that he was the spouse of Mary and the father of Jesus. In this 
way, he placed himself, in the words of Saint John Chrysostom, "at the service of the entire plan of 
salvation".[7]

Saint Paul VI pointed out that Joseph concretely expressed his fatherhood "by making his 
life a sacrificial service to the mystery of the incarnation and its redemptive purpose. He employed 
his legal authority over the Holy Family to devote himself completely to them in his life and work. 
He turned his human vocation to domestic love into a superhuman oblation of himself, his heart and 
all his abilities, a love placed at the service of the Messiah who was growing to maturity in his 
home".[8]

Thanks to his role in salvation history, Saint Joseph has always been venerated as a father by 
the Christian people. This is shown by the countless churches dedicated to him worldwide, the 
numerous religious Institutes, Confraternities and ecclesial groups inspired by his spirituality and 
bearing his name, and the many traditional expressions of piety in his honour. Innumerable holy men 
and women were passionately devoted to him. Among them was Teresa of Avila, who chose him as 
her advocate and intercessor, had frequent recourse to him and received whatever graces she asked 
of him. Encouraged by her own experience, Teresa persuaded others to cultivate devotion to 
Joseph.[9]

Every prayer book contains prayers to Saint Joseph. Special prayers are offered to him each 
Wednesday and especially during the month of March, which is traditionally dedicated to him.[10]

Popular trust in Saint Joseph is seen in the expression "Go to Joseph", which evokes the 
famine in Egypt, when the Egyptians begged Pharaoh for bread. He in turn replied: "Go to Joseph; 
what he says to you, do" (Gen 41:55). Pharaoh was referring to Joseph the son of Jacob, who was 
sold into slavery because of the jealousy of his brothers (cf. Gen 37:11-28) and who - according to 
the biblical account - subsequently became viceroy of Egypt (cf. Gen 41:41-44).

As a descendant of David (cf. Mt 1:16-20), from whose stock Jesus was to spring according 
to the promise made to David by the prophet Nathan (cf. 2 Sam 7), and as the spouse of Mary of 
Nazareth, Saint Joseph stands at the crossroads between the Old and New Testaments.

to be continued.....
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Pope Francis has special devotions that are not very well known. They are described by Fr. 

Marcello Stanzione in "Pope Francis, Between Angels and Demons" ("Papa Francesco fraangeli e 

diavoli" in Italian).

These devotions are to St. Joseph and the Virgin, but in representations that we're not 

ccustomed to seeing: Namely, St Joseph Sleeping and the Virgin Mary Untier of Knots.

The connection with St. Joseph

Pope Francis already had a connection with St. Joseph when he was living in Argentina. It was 

in the church of St. Joseph in Buenos Aires where, in 1953, the 17-year-old Jorge Mario Bergoglio  

discovered his vocation and declared his desire to dedicate his life to God and men.

After many years, it was on the feast of Saint Joseph, March 19, 2013, when that young boy-

now a mature adult- would be inaugurated as the Pontiff and the head of the Church.

The two statues at Santa Marta

He didn't take this journey alone. Francis wanted St. Joseph to go with him, as a discreet guide, 

and a protector who is silent but always attentive. Even today, in the Pope's personal study at Casa 

Santa Marta, there are two statues portraying the saint. One in particular is very dear to the Pope, and 

he has carried it with him since he lived at the Jesuit Major Seminary of San Miguel, where he was 

the rector. It's an unusual image in the eyes of Americans and Europeans, but the devotion is 

widespread among South American Catholics: it's a statue depicting St. Joseph sleeping.

Protector and Consoler

While asleep, St. Joseph received messages from God, who warned him about the danger 

posed by King Herod and entrusted him with loving and protecting Mary and the Baby Jesus.

It was in a dream when Joseph accepted his role as putative father of Jesus and of all mankind, 

an archetypal figure of protector, defender, and consoler. Joseph is the attentive and tender guardian 

of the Family, a just man who accepts and guards the mysteries of God, as he willingly chose to 

accept and protect Mary, the woman chosen by God to be the Most Holy and Immaculate Mother of 

His only Son.

An invitation to "sleep on it"

This is why, Fr. Marcello Stanzione explains, the Pope has the habit of placing under the statue 

of the saint a list containing the problems, petitions, and prayers of the faithful. It's as if he were 

inviting Saint Joseph to "sleep on it," and perhaps to put a good word in before God to solve difficult 

situations and to help those in need, thus calling upon the saint's role as a father who is merciful and 

totally attentive to those he loves. He's a truly special saint, who protects and helps us even while he 

sleeps!

Why is Pope Francis so devoted to St. Joseph 
Sleeping and to the Virgin Mary, Untier of Knots?
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A discovery in Germany

Thanks to Pope Francis, the devotion to the Virgin Mary, Untier of Knots-and the novena to 

her-is experiencing a boom right now in the Catholic Church. Pope Francis learned of this devotion 

in Germany, during the year of studies when he wrote his thesis on Italian-born German theologian 

Romano Guardini; having fallen in love with this Marian devotion, Bergoglio spread it when he 

returned to Argentina.

The explanation of this devotion's success is simple: it is a prayer whose goal is to heal the  

wounds caused to marriages by adultery, divorce, and the separation of spouses, which are very 

frequent today.

The angel and the knots

In the Romanesque church of St. Peter in Augsburg, there is a painting (probably from the 

1700s) depicting Mary. The Blessed Virgin is serene, but is totally concentrated on the task entrusted 

to her: untying large and small knots in a long, tangled white ribbon, offered to her by an angel on her 

left; she lets it fall from her hands to her right, flat and free of knots, into the hands of another angel. 

Although this devotion has its remote origin in a text of St. Irenaeus, who wrote that "the knot of 

Eve's disobedience was loosed by the obedience of Mary." However, the image associated with the 

devotion today has a more recent genesis. 

In 1612 German nobleman Wolfgang Langenmantel married Sophie Imhoff. Then, due to a 

marriage crisis, they were about to get divorced. Wolfgang turned to the monastery of Ingolstadt 

(roughly 50 miles northeast of Augsburg) for help.

"Mother thrice admirable"

After visiting the monastery on four separate occasions in a period of 28 days, he sought the 

counsel of Jesuit priest Jakob Rem, who, thanks to his experience, had the inspiration of entrusting 

this situation to the Virgin Mary, invoked with the title of "Mother Thrice Admirable." During the 

following days, Wolfgang-thanks to the prayer he had recited to the Virgin Mary together with the 

Jesuit-obtained the grace of changes to his family situation.

Untying all knots

In Germany at the time, it was a wedding tradition to tie the hands of the spouses together with 

a white ribbon, as a symbol of their union. Wolfgang's wife Sophie had tied a knot in that ribbon after 

every argument with her husband. This ribbon made it into the hands of Fr. Rem, and he kept it with 

him as he prayed to the Virgin Mary for their reconciliation. On the last Saturday of that month, 

September 28 of 1615, while the priest held up the twisted and knotted ribbon and prayed before the 

image of Mary, all those knots miraculously untied themselves, and the ribbon became straight and 

flat again. From that day on, the couple were reconciled, the divorce was averted, and the couple 

remained together until their deaths. The painting associated with the devotion today is said to have 

been commissioned by a grandson of this German couple whose marriage was saved by the Virgin's 

intercession.
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News of the Month

Pope Francis announced a special year dedicated to St. Joseph starting from 8 December 2020 
until 8 December 2021, on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of St. Joseph as 
the Patron of the Universal Church, as well as the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Our 
Lady.

The Apostolic Penitentiary also issued a decree granting special indulgences for the duration 
of the special year to celebrate the anniversary and "to perpetuate the entrustment of the whole 
Church to the powerful patronage of the Custodian of Jesus." 

During this period, the faithful will have the opportunity to commit themselves "with prayer 
and good works, to obtain, with the help of St. Joseph, head of the heavenly Family of Nazareth, 
comfort and relief from the serious human and social tribulations that besiege the contemporary 
world today."
Devotion to St. Joseph

The decree signed by Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, the Major Penitentiary of the Apostolic 
Penitentiary, and the Regent, Fr. Krzyszt of Nykiel, notes that devotion to St. Joseph has grown 
extensively throughout the history of the Church, "which not only attributes to him high reverence 
after that of the Mother of God his spouse but has also given him multiple patronages."

At the same time, the Magisterium of the Church continues to discover "old and new greatness 
in this treasure which is St. Joseph, like the master in the Gospel of Matthew who brings from his 
storeroom both the new and the old."

Therefore, the gift of indulgences granted through a decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary by 
mandate of the Holy Father "will be of great benefit to the perfect attainment of the appointed 
purpose."
Conditions for the plenary indulgence

The plenary indulgence is granted to the faithful under the usual conditions (sacramental 
confession, Eucharistic Communion, and prayer for the Pope's intentions) to Christians who, with a 
spirit detached from any sin, participate in the Year of St. Joseph on these occasions and manners 
indicated by the Apostolic Penitentiary:

-       The plenary indulgence is granted to those who will meditate for at least 30 minutes on 
the Lord's Prayer, or take part in a Spiritual Retreat of at least one day that includes a meditation on 
St. Joseph. "St. Joseph, an authentic man of faith, invites us", the decree reads, "to rediscover our 
filial relationship with the Father, to renew fidelity to prayer, to listen and correspond with profound 
discernment to God's will."

-       The indulgence can also be obtained by those who, following St. Joseph's example, will 
perform a spiritual or corporal work of mercy. St. Joseph "encourages us to rediscover the value of 
silence, prudence and loyalty in carrying out our duties," the decree notes.

-       The recitation of the Holy Rosary in families and among engaged couples is another way 
of obtaining indulgences, in order that "all Christian families may be stimulated to recreate the same 
atmosphere of intimate communion, love and prayer that was in the Holy Family."

-       Everyone who entrusts their daily activity to the protection of St. Joseph, and every 
faithful who invokes the intercession of St. Joseph so that those seeking work can find dignifying 
work can also obtain the plenary indulgence. On 1 May 1955, Pope Pius XII instituted the feast of St. 

Church grants plenary indulgence for year of St. Joseph
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Joseph "with the intent that the dignity of work be recognized by all, and that it inspires social life 
and laws, based on the fair distribution of rights and duties."

-       The plenary indulgence is also granted to the faithful who will recite the Litany to St. 
Joseph (for the Latin tradition), or the Akathistos to St. Joseph (for the Byzantine tradition), or any 
other prayer to St. Joseph proper to the other liturgical traditions, for the persecuted Church ad intra 
and ad extra, and for the relief of all Christians suffering all forms of persecution. Because, the 
decree notes, "the flight of the Holy Family to Egypt shows us that God is there where man is in 
danger, where man suffers, where he runs away, where he experiences rejection and abandonment."
A universal saint

In addition to these, the Apostolic Penitentiary grants a plenary indulgence to the faithful who 
will recite any legitimately approved prayer or act of piety in honor of St. Joseph, for example, "To 
you, O blessed Joseph" especially on "19 March, on 1 May, the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph, on St. Joseph's Sunday (according to the Byzantine tradition) on the 19th of each 
month and every Wednesday, a day dedicated to the memory of the saint according to the Latin 
tradition."

The decree recalls the universality of St. Joseph's patronage of the Church, noting that St. 
Teresa of Ávila recognized him as "a protector for all the circumstances of life". Pope St. John Paul II 
also said that St. Joseph has "a renewed relevance for the Church of our time, in relation to the new 
Christian millennium."

Amid the ongoing Covid-19 health crisis, the gift of the plenary indulgence is also extended to 
the sick, the elderly, the dying and all those who for legitimate reasons are unable to leave their 
homes.They too can obtain the plenary indulgences if they are detached from any sin and have the 
intention of fulfilling, as soon as possible, the three usual conditions and recite an act of piety in 
honor of St. Joseph, offering to God the pains and hardships of their lives.The Apostolic Penitentiary 
encourages priests to pastorally facilitate the celebration of the Sacrament of Penance and the 
administration of Holy Communion to the sick with a willing and generous spirit.

In his message for the 54th World Day of Peace marked on 1 January, Pope Francis offers the 
Church's social doctrine as a "compass" to foster a culture of care for peace in the world.

In his message for the Catholic Church's World Day of Peace, Pope Francis appeals to the 
international community and every individual to foster a "culture of care" by advancing on the "path 
of fraternity, justice and peace between individuals, communities, peoples and nations."   

The Holy Father calls for "a common, supportive and inclusive commitment to protecting and 
promoting the dignity and good of all, a willingness to show care and compassion, to work for 
reconciliation and healing, and to advance mutual respect and acceptance." In this task, Pope Francis 
offers the principles of the Church's social doctrine as a compass on the path to peace.  

Established by Pope St. Paul VI in 1967, the first World Day of Peace was observed on 1 
January 1968. On New Year's Day, the Church also celebrates the solemn feast of Mary, Mother of 
God.  

"A Culture of Care as a Path to Peace" is the theme of the Pope's message, addressed to heads of 
state and government, leaders of international organizations, spiritual leaders and followers of the 
different religions, and to men and women of good will.  
Evolution of the Church's Culture of Care

Pope World Day of Peace message : No peace without a "Culture of Care"
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The Holy Father traces the evolution of the Church's Culture of Care from the first book of the 
Bible to Jesus, through the early Church down to our times.

After the creation of the world, God entrusts it to Adam to "till it and keep it". Cain's response 
to God - "Am I my brother's keeper?" - after killing his brother, Abel, is a reminder that all of us are 
keepers of one another. God's protection of Cain, despite his crime, confirms the inviolable dignity 
of the person created in God's image and likeness. Later, the institution of the Sabbath aimed to 
restore the social order and concern for the poor, while the Jubilee year provided a respite for the 
land, slaves and those in debt. All this, the Pope says, shows that "everything is interconnected, and 
that genuine care for our own lives and our relationship with nature is inseparable from fraternity, 
justice and faithfulness to others."

The Father's love for humanity, the Pope says, finds its supreme revelation in Jesus, who asks 
His disciples to do likewise. The early Christians followed Jesus by sharing what they had and caring 
for the needy, thus making their community a welcoming home.

The Holy Father traces the evolution of the Church's Culture of Care from the first book of the 
Bible to Jesus, through the early Church down to our times.

After the creation of the world, God entrusts it to Adam to "till it and keep it". Cain's response 
to God - "Am I my brother's keeper?" - after killing his brother, Abel, is a reminder that all of us are 
keepers of one another. God's protection of Cain, despite his crime, confirms the inviolable dignity 
of the person created in God's image and likeness. Later, the institution of the Sabbath aimed to 
restore the social order and concern for the poor, while the Jubilee year provided a respite for the 
land, slaves and those in debt. All this, the Pope says, shows that "everything is interconnected, and 
that genuine care for our own lives and our relationship with nature is inseparable from fraternity, 
justice and faithfulness to others."

The Father's love for humanity, the Pope says, finds its supreme revelation in Jesus, who asks 
His disciples to do likewise. The early Christians followed Jesus by sharing what they had and caring 
for the needy, thus making their community a welcoming home.

Today, the Church has "many institutions for the relief of every human need: hospitals, poor 
houses, orphanages, foundling homes, shelters for travellers..."
Church's social doctrine - a "'grammar' of care

This culture of care of the Church, enriched by the reflection of the Fathers and the charity of 
luminous witnesses to the faith, the Pope continues, became the "beating heart of the Church's social 
doctrine." This, he says, can serve as a "grammar' of care: commitment to promoting the dignity of 
each human person, solidarity with the poor and vulnerable, the pursuit of the common good and 
concern for the protection of creation."

According to the "compass" of social principles of the Church, every aspect of social, political 
and economic life achieves its fullest end when placed at the service of the common good, which 
allows people to reach their fulfilment more fully and easily.  

In this regard, the Pope says, the Covid-19 pandemic has revealed that all of us, fragile and 
disoriented, are in the same boat.  All of us are called to row together", since "no one reaches 
salvation by themselves."

The Church's social principles also urge us to concrete solidarity for others because we are all 
really responsible for all. It also stresses the interconnectedness of all creation, as his Encyclical 
Laudato si' points out.
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"A sense of deep communion with the rest of nature cannot be authentic if our hearts lack 
tenderness, compassion and concern for our fellow human beings," the Pope says, citing his 
encyclical. "Peace, justice and care for creation are three inherently connected questions, which 
cannot be separated." 

Educating to peace
The promotion of a culture of care calls for a process of education, the Pope says.
This begins in the family where we learn how to live and relate to others in a spirit of mutual 

respect. Schools and universities, the communications media, as also religions and religious leaders 
are called to pass on a system of values based on the recognition of the dignity of each person, each 
linguistic, ethnic and religious community and each people.

"At a time like this, when the barque of humanity, tossed by the storm of the current crisis, 
struggles to advance towards a calmer and more serene horizon," the Pontiff says, "the "rudder" of 
human dignity and the "compass" of fundamental social principles can enable us together to steer a 
sure course."

Pope Francis concludes his message, urging "We never yield to the temptation to disregard 
others, especially those in greatest need, and to look the other way." "Instead, may we strive daily, in 
concrete and practical ways, to form a community composed of brothers and sisters who accept and 
care for one another." 
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"Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on Earth"

 Christmas or the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ fills our hearts with His love, peace and 

joy. The expression of joy and happiness differ from person to person and place to place. The year 

2020 has been a year of challenges which became one of the main reasons to limit our celebration to a 

great extent. But God shows us the way to enhance our joy in a different manner. Without losing our 

hope in the given difficult situation, the Commission for the Youth of the Diocese of Jaipur took 

another effort and organised an Online Christmas Carol Singing Competition for Youth of our 

diocese. Though it was quite a difficult task, we were able to spread a lot of the Christmas cheer 

through it. Every year we felt the vibe of Christmas by visiting houses, singing and dancing in joy 

and happiness, but a small turn in life affected the regular way of celebration. As we could see that 

although apart, the commission through its initiative brought joy and smiles on the faces of all by 

inviting them to take part in the competition. Three categories were proposed; Inter Parish, Solo 

Hindi and English. A good number of youth took part in all three categories under the leadership of 

their respective Parish Priests and Youth In- charges. This also paved a way for many to come 

together and also to share the peace and joy of baby Jesus with one another.  We thank Fr. Siju 

Kalayakkattil, the Director of the Commission and the Diocesan Executives for their hard work, 

support and initiative. 

Ms. Anju Mary

Diocesan Youth President

Online Christmas Carol Singing Competition- Jingle Bells
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Results of Online Christmas Carol Singing Competition

 

Category- Group 

1st

  

St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Mansarovar

 

2nd

 

St. John the Baptist Church, Lalarpura

 

2nd

  

St. Xavier’s Church, Jaipur

 

3rd

  

St. Antony’s Church, Nagaur

 
 

English Solo 

1st
 

Anit Cylvia James
 

St. John the Baptist Church, Lalarpura
 

2nd

 

Bevin

 

St. Xavier’s Church, Jaipur

 

3rd

 

Maria Carmel

 

St. Antony’s Church, Nagaur

 
 

Hindi Solo 

1st
 

Anjaly Anthony
 

St. Mary’s Church, Sikar
 

2nd

 

Abhishek Saju

 

St. Antony’s Church, Nagaur

 

3rd

 

Thomas George

 

St. Thomas the Apostle Church, 
Mansarovar

 

3rd

 

Blossom Fernandez

 

St. Xavier’s Church, Jaipur

 
 

I would like to thank all the Parish Priests and the Youth in- Charges for taking the initiative 

and

 

encouraging the youth of your parish to take part in the competition. I would also like to extend 

a word of gratitude and appreciation to all those who have taken part in it and congratulation to 

the winners. 

 

Fr. Siju Kalayakkattil
 

Director

 

Youth Commission

 



Results of Friends of Jesus Christmas Competition
Group 1

Fancy Dress

1st Jordan Saldana St.Thomas Apostles Church, 
Mansarovar

2nd Jordan Robin Our Lady Of Annunciation Church, 
Malviya Nagar

3rd Akshat St.Pauls Church, Didwana

Solo Dance

1st Angelina Libu Our Lady Of Annunciation Church, 
Malviya Nagar

2nd

 

Neriah Mathews

 

St. John the Baptist Church, Lalarpura

 

3rd

 

Jordan Saldana

 

St.Thomas Apostles Church, 
Mansarovar

 

Group 2

 

Solo Singing

 

1st

 

Ahaana Prince

 

Our Lady Of Annunciation

 

Church, 
Malviya Nagar

 

2nd

 

Arman Damor

 

St.Pauls Church, Didwana

 

3rd

 

Alfa Mary Shaji

 

Our Lady Of Annunciation

 

Church, 
Malviya Nagar

 

Card Making

 

1st

 

Drisha Jacob

 

St.Thomas Apostles Church, 
Mansarovar

 

2nd

 

Angel Binu

 

Our Lady Of Annunciation

 

Church, 
Malviya Nagar

 

3rd

 

Alphonse Sojan

 

St.Antony's Church,Nagaur

 

Group 3

 

Best Out of Waste

 

1st

 

Sona Sojan

 

St. Antony's Church, Nagaur

 

2nd

 

Aniva Sara Anto

 

Holy Redeemer Church, Jhotwara

 

3rd

 

Aradhana Damor

 

St. Antony's Church, Nagaur

 

Speech (English)

 

1st

 

Angelina Ann Sunil

 

Our Lady Of Annunciation Church, 
Malviya Nagar

 

2nd

 

Joyce Binu John

 

Our Lady Of Annunciation Church, 
Malviya Nagar

 

3rd

 

Scion S George

 

Holy Redeemer Church, Jhotwara

 

Speech (Hindi)

 

1st

 

Kathlyn Ajay Jose

 

St. Thomas Apostles Church, 
Mansarovar

 

2nd

 

Vincent Thomas

 

Our Lady Of Annunciation Church, 
Malviya Nagar

 

I would like to thank all the children for your overwhelming participation in the Christmas 
Competitions 2020.

 
 

Fr. Cyprian Rodrigues 

Director 

Friends of Jesus 
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January 14th is the feast day of Blessed Devasahayam Pillai, the first Indian lay martyr to be 
beatified.Popularly known as Devasahayam Pillai (God's help), he was born Nilakandan Pillai 
(1712-1752) into a Hindu family in the then Kingdom of Travancore (in the present district of 
Kanyakumari, in Tamil Nadu) southern India. Pillai, an upper-caste Hindu nair convert to 
Christianity, was a member of the royal service and was close to King Marthanda Varma, then-ruler 
of Travancore. He was very much loved by the king and was a good man who was faithful to his duty. 
However, after several bad harvests, he lost his goods. This devastated him and who wondered: 
"Who will respect me now that I'm poor?"

Nilakandan shared his worries with a devout Catholic, a Dutch official by the name of Benedictus 
Eustachio De Lannoy who explained to him the meaning of suffering in the light of the Book of Job. For 
Nilakandan, Job's example and his trust in God was decisive. Convinced of the truth of the Christian 
mysteries, Nilakandan asked for Baptism which he received in 1745 from the hands of Father Giovanni 
Battista Buttari, a Jesuit missionary, after nine months of preparation. He took the name Devasahayam, 
the Tamil translation of the biblical name Lazarus, which means "God has helped."

On the day of his Baptism, Devasahayam dedicated himself solemnly to Christ: "No one 
[forced] me to come; I came by my own free will. I know my heart: He is my God. I have decided to 
follow Him and will do so my whole life." His life was no longer the same; Devasahayam dedicated 
himself to the proclamation of the Gospel for four years. However, the heads of his native religion 
did not look kindly on his conversion to Christianity. He was threatened, beaten, mistreated, 
imprisoned and tortured uninterruptedly for three years. Despite his sufferings, Devasahayam 
remained firm in his faith. His wife, Bhargavi Ammal too became Catholic and she took the name 
Gnanapoo Ammal (Theresa). Their conversion antagonized upper-caste Hindus and King 
commanded Pillai to reconvert to Hinduism but he refused.

Noticing that his example caused many to do the same, the king ordered his arrest in 1749, 
charging him with treason and espionage. He was imprisoned, tortured and finally banished to the 
Aralvaimozhy forest, a remote border area of Travancore. According to Church documents, en route 
to the forest, he was beaten daily, pepper was rubbed in his wounds and nostrils and he was exposed 
to the sun and given only stagnant water to drink. He prayed to God weeping, and hit the rock with 
his elbow, which gave forth water in a miraculous way he could drink.  This rock continues even 
today to give water and even now people visit this fountain in large numbers. Today people drink this 
miraculous water and receive God's healing. This rock is called Muttidichanparai meaning the rock 
from which water gushed forth. A piece of stone fell down from the hill top by the time he was shot:

He was a Catholic for only seven years. In that short period, he was in prison for three years 
under severe persecution for witnessing his faith. Finally, he was shot dead in the Aralvaimozhy 
forest on January 14, 1752. His corpse was thrown into the forest, but was found by some Christians 
who buried him in front of the altar of the church of Saint Francis Xavier, which would later become 
the cathedral of the diocese of Kottar.

Very soon Devasahayam was venerated in the region. His beatification was already desired in 
1756, but it was only in 1993 that his cause was opened canonically in the diocese. Soon a ceremony of 
beatification and declaration of martyrdom was held in Nagercoil on 2 December 2012 in the Roman 
Catholic diocese of Kottar, southern India, exactly 300 years after his birth! Prior to this, on June 28, 
2012, the then Pope Benedict XVI authorized the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to promulgate a 
decree regarding the martyrdom of Devasahayam Pillai and he was referred to as "Venerable".

Pillai's tomb at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral in Nagercoil attracts large numbers of devotees. 
His life teaches how to witness our faith. While undergoing severe persecution, he never complained 
or was deterred. The spirit of evangelism was strong in him. 

O! Blessed Devasahayam, Glorious Martyr! Pray For Us!

Blessed Devasahayam Pillai - The First Lay Indian Martyr
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Cross - Shaped Bible Crossword

Solution
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SUNDAY READINGS
AND MEDITATION
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Birthdays
January

thFr. Joseph Padinjrekutt	 CST	 07 	
thFr. Abraham Poonolil	 	 CST	 13 	
thFr. Dijo Urulel		 	 CST	 13
thFr. Paul D' Souza	 	 	 15

Ordinations
January

nd
Fr. Joseph Vilakkunnel	 SJ	 02

rd
Fr. Jobin Moolan	 	 CST	 03

th
Fr. Vincent Paul	 	 SJ	 04

th
Fr. George Alukka	 	 CST	 05

th
Fr. Shaju Varghese	 	 SJ	 05

th
Fr. Jose Kuriakose	 	 SJ	 09

th
Fr. Jugal Kindo		  SJ	 12

rd
Fr. Sebastian Mukalel		 SJ	 23 	
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OBITUARY

Mrs Jothi Mary Rayappan
DOB: 25-07-1950

  DOD: 05-12-2020

May	her	Soul	Rest	in	Peace

In	Grief	:	
Sr.	Arockia	Jeeva,	Fr	Victor	Raj,	

brothers	and	sisters.



Blessed St. Joseph, 
husband of Mary,

be with us this day.
You protected and cherished the Virgin;

loving the Child Jesus as your Son,
you rescued Him from the danger of death.

Defend the Church,
the household of God,

purchased by the Blood of Christ.
Guardian of the Holy Family,

be with us in our trials.
May your prayers obtain for us 

the strength to flee from error and 
wrestle with the powers of corruption 

so that in life we may grow in 
holiness and in death 

rejoice in the crown of victory.
Amen.
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