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DEAR FR JOHN KUDILIL CST
Hearty Congratulations to you on your

SACERDOTAL GOLDEN JUBILEE
We wish you many more years of 

Love, Joy and Happiness 

In the Vineyard of the Lord.

With Love and Regards

MOST REV BISHOP OSWALD LEWIS,

THE CLERGY, RELIGIOUS AND LAITY.



Gangapur City Parish News

First Holy Communion at O.L. Annunciation Cathedral, Jaipur

Church Unity Octave Prayer Service at O.L. Annunciation Cathedral, Jaipur

Inter Religious Symposium by Dharmik Jan Morcha.



FEB. 2021 Vol. 16 No. 2

FEB. 2021

Editorial

Bishop's Message

2

3

5

7

9

11

20

21

23

25

26

28

28

PATRIS CORDE...Continued

To all consecrated persons

News of the Month

Called to become a Good Samaritan

Saint of the Month... St. Josephine Bakhita

A Tribute to Mr. K. A. Thomas

Bible Crossword

Sunday Readings and Meditation

Notifications

Dates to Remember

In Memory of ...



Dear Friends,
How many times have you sat down and wished that others would appreciate you, would love 

you and tell you that you are a wonderful person. Perhaps, you often looked at the phone waiting 
for it to ring but no phone calls came, you wished you had more friends but no one came forward to 
be your friend and thus you missed out on the happenings around you.

Yes everyone has days when such feelings of loneliness are over-whelming, and for some 
reason there are no phone calls. But then if you think of it again they may have been times when 
someone wanted to talk to you, or be your friend but you just pushed the person away because you 
were not in a good mood or then the nice things that people say to you made you feel 
uncomfortable. Someone tells you that you are very talented or that you are doing a good job, but 
you just turn around and respond, "Me? Do I really have any talents".Or,"What? I, am doing a good 
job no, I am terrible at my job". This just shows that sometimes you make it hard to let others 
appreciate or be friends with you.

I remember one evening I was going out with a friend and his family for a dinner and his 
mother told him that he was looking very good, she said I love the jeans you are wearing. Are they 
new? My friend was annoyed and replied angrily no they are not new, these are the jeans that you 
brought me two years ago and I have worn them before also. I was really confused at the negative 
way my friend took a compliment from his mother. Later on when I asked him why he behaved like 
that with his mother he told me that his mother was just trying to be good in front of me and that she 
really did not love me. I in turn told him that you must always accept compliments and make 
yourself feel good about them and thank the person who is appreciating you. To put it simply, I 
suggested that he let himself be loved by his parents. Love doesn't always come dressed in a 
package what we want. Love and appreciation come in different disguises. 

When we talk about the love of God we find that love comes to us in different ways and God's 
love come to us through various people and in different circumstances. God's love is intangible, 
unpredictable and certainly continuous but often we are not aware of the unfathomable love of God 
which is so wonderful.

To bring love in our lives is to bring God in our lives for God is the author of love. If we face 
the truth with love and kindness then a new awakening uplifts us and the powerful love of God 
lightens our heart and life. Don't be harsh in facing the realities, instead be soft and gentle. Find 
good in everything that comes to you from God and your life will change. Let go of your past 
resentments and regrets and know that God wants to make you tougher and wiser.

May the loving gentle love of God permeate your inner self so that from feeling 
uncomfortable or unloved you will know that God cares for you. The more love of God you  
happily receive the more love you will have to give - to others and to yourself. So open your heart 
and let God in. God loves you much more than you realize.

Fr Melvin Jobard

HOLY FATHER'S INTENTION

Violence Against Women - We pray for women who are 
victims of violence, that they may be protected by society 
and have their sufferings considered and heeded.
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Celebrating the 150th Jubilee year of St. Joseph, we are reminded of 
the proclamation made on December 8, 1870, through the Decree, 
“Quemadmodum Deus” (As Almighty God) by Pope (Blessed) Pius IX that 
St. Joseph is the Patron of the Universal Church. Thus for the past 150 years, 
the Catholic Church has been honouring St. Joseph for his specific role as the 
Protector of the Universal Church. Venerable Pope Pius XII proposed him as 
“Patron of Workers” and Saint Pope John Paul II as “Guardian of the Redeemer”. St. Joseph is 
universally invoked as the “Patron of Happy Death”.

“Guardian of the Redeemer” (“Redemptor Custos”) is an Apostolic Exhortation of Pope (St) 
th

John Paul II issued on the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 15  august 1989, in 
the eleventh year of his Pontificate. This Apostolic Exhortation high lights the person and mission of St. 
Joseph in the life of Jesus and in the life of the Church.  In the introduction itself, it says that the Fathers 
of the Church from the earliest times, emphasized the dedication and commitment of Joseph in the 
upbringing of Jesus and the care and protection he provided to Jesus and Mary. Similarly, Joseph 
watches over the Mystical Body of Christ, the Church.

Encouraging the traditional devotion to St. Joseph and in agreement with what Pope Leo XIII 
wrote in his Encyclical Epistle “ Quamquam Pluris”, Pope John Paul II considered it as his pastoral 
duty asking the faithful to grow in devotion to the Patron of the Universal Church and in love for the 
Saviour, whom he served in such an exemplary manner. “In this way the whole Christian people not 
only will turn to St. Joseph with greater fervour and invoke his patronage with trust, but also will 
always keep before their eyes his humble, mature way of serving and of taking part in the plan of 
salvation.”

“Joseph, Son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for He will save His people 
from their sins.” (Mt. 1:20-21) The Gospel writer describes the feelings and hesitation of Joseph, who 
is a simple, humble carpenter. When we read the Gospel of Luke and Mathew together, the description 
has better connectivity “Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy 
Spirit.”(Mt 1:18) There is more clarity in the explanation of St. Luke about the annunciation of Jesus' 
birth. “The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.” (Lk. 1: 26-
27)  

Joseph was thoroughly confused and did not know how to deal with Mary. Being a good 
person, he did not want to make any publicity and cause embarrassment to Mary. He did not want to 
create a scene and put Mary to shame. He certainly sought an answer to this unsettling question, but 
above all he sought a way out of what was for him a difficult situation. As he was pondering upon this 
problem, an angel appeared to him in a dream and advised him to take Mary as his wife.  

“When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took Mary 
as his wife.” (Mt. 1:24) Joseph might not have understood the message fully but was obedient to accept 
the will of God. His obedience, like that of Mary, has no parallel. He welcomed Mary along with her 
Son. He did not bother what the world would say. He did not give much weight to the comments and 
criticism of his relatives and neighbours. He left the whole problem in the hands of God and did his will. 
That was the faith of this great man.  

St. Joseph, Patron of the Universal Church. During the turbulent years of Church's history, 
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Pope Pius IX, sought the powerful patronage of the holy patriarch, St. Joseph. For Pope Pius IX this 
was not an idle gesture but an honest effort to seek the intercession of Joseph. The Church has always 
held him in great honour and showered him with praise, having recourse to him amidst tribulations. 
Pope Leo XIII explained, “The reason why St. Joseph must be considered the special patron of the 
Church. The Church draws exceeding hope from his care and patronage, chiefly because he is the 
husband of Mary and the foster father of Jesus. Joseph was the lawful and natural guardian, head and 
defender of the Holy Family. As he watched over the Holy Family and protected it from the on slaughter 
of Herod, similarly he watches over the Church and safeguards the Church in turbulent times.

LENT: Soon commences the Holy Season of Lent. It is a “favourable time” that God offers us 
year after year. It is a time of renewal; reflecting on the past, we repent and reconcile with God, with our 
fellow- men and also with nature. Thus it is a time to grow closer to the Lord, to each other and also the 
nature. Ash Wednesday, the first day of the Lenten Season reminds us– “Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return”. The sprinkling with blessed ashes is an invitation as well as an admonition 
for us to examine our ultimate goal and destiny in life. As we begin the season of the Lent, the Church, 
in her Liturgy, is urging us to make this a joyful time of grace and blessings. Beyond the external 
prayers and rituals customary in Lent, the Word of God is calling us for a true conversion of 
heart, to receive God's grace and blessings. Hence we must give more importance to the Word of 
God during Lent by reading certain chapters from the Old Testament as well as the New Testament. The 
daily Mass readings can help us in the selection of the readings that each day we read and prayerfully 
reflect on them. 
 REPENT: The Word of God on Ash Wednesday calls us for conversion of heart. Repentence 

st
is the 1  step for conversion. Repentence means to our roots – realizing our origin, the purpose of our 
life and returning to God- given destiny. As we are anointed with ashes, we remember that God has 
made us out of dust of the earth. At the end, our bodies will be laid to rest in the dust. We are alive as long 
as God give us life. Unfortunately, we are more concerned about this perishable body than the precious 
gift of life. We are carried away, more by God's gift of beauty, money, power, and position than God 
Himself, the giver of gifts. This is the time for us to come back and realize our priorities, to make a 
proper decision to live with Gospel values, to turn to the Lord in repentance and plead for His mercy.
 RECONCILE: We are called upon to reconcile, that is, to restore our neglected or broken 
relationship with God and others. In his Second letter to the Corinthians in Chapter 5, St. Paul exhorts to 
be reconciled with God and to be ambassadors of reconciliation. Considering what God has done for us 
in Christ, it would be foolish for us to postpone our reconciliation with God. Our reconciliation 
should be like that of St. Peter – turning towards the Lord with bitter tears, to meet the 
compassionate glance of the crucified Christ. Generally reconciliation with others is rather difficult, 
by ourselves it is impossible. But in Christ, God has made this impossible, possible. Hence we always 
need the grace of God for reconciliation.
 RENEW: Reconciliation leads to renewal of life. It enables one to reflect on the necessity of 
transformation in his life; change that is necessary to begin a new life. The Gospel of St Mathew 
Chapter 6 gives us direction for renewal of life. Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving are the steps to be taken 
to renew one's life. Prayer means living in the presence of God and experiencing His presence at all 
time. It is mainly thanking and praising God for His gifts and goodness in our life. It is acknowledging 
our dependence on Him and asking for our needs. Fasting is not just an act of austerity. It is a sharing of 
our resource with those who are less fortunate, who are deprived of bare necessities. Almsgiving is 
making a greater sacrifice in pursuit of perfection of life. “To be prefect and your heavenly Father is 
perfect”. To follow Jesus with full dedication.  Advice to the rich young man was “sell all you have, 
give it to the poor, then come, follow me. These steps will lead us to renewal of life; will transform us as 
new persons.
 May we all spend this Lenten Season reflecting on the call for conversion of heart and taking 
the necessary steps of repentance for the past, reconciling with God and others and renewing our life 
with prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Thus let us transform our life so as to be able to partake in the 
resurrection of Jesus.  
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APOSTOLIC LETTER 
PATRIS CORDE

OF THE HOLY FATHER
FRANCIS

Continued from the previous issue ...
2. A tender and loving father

Joseph saw Jesus grow daily "in wisdom and in years and in divine and human favour" 
(Lk2:52). As the Lord had done with Israel, so Joseph did with Jesus: he taught him to walk, taking 
him by the hand; he was for him like a father who raises an infant to his cheeks, bending down to him 
and feeding him (cf. Hos 11:3-4).

In Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of God: "As a father has compassion for his children, so the 
Lord has compassion for those who fear him" (Ps 103:13).

In the synagogue, during the praying of the Psalms, Joseph would surely have heard again and 
again that the God of Israel is a God of tender love,[11]who is good to all, whose "compassion is over 
all that he has made" (Ps 145:9).

The history of salvation is worked out "in hope against hope" (Rom 4:18), through our 
weaknesses. All too often, we think that God works only through our better parts, yet most of his 
plans are realized in and despite our frailty. Thus Saint Paul could say: "To keep me from being too 
elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being 
too elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me: 
'My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness'" (2 Cor12:7-9).

Since this is part of the entire economy of salvation, we must learn to look upon our weaknesses 
with tender mercy.[12]

The evil one makes us see and condemn our frailty, whereas the Spirit brings it to light with 
tender love. Tenderness is the best way to touch the frailty within us. Pointing fingers and judging 
others are frequently signs of an inability to accept our own weaknesses, our own frailty. Only tender 
love will save us from the snares of the accuser (cf. Rev 12:10). That is why it is so important to 
encounter God's mercy, especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, where we experience his 
truth and tenderness. Paradoxically, the evil one can also speak the truth to us, yet he does so only to 
condemn us. We know that God's truth does not condemn, but instead welcomes, embraces, sustains 
and forgives us. That truth always presents itself to us like the merciful father in Jesus' parable (cf. 
Lk15:11-32). It comes out to meet us, restores our dignity, sets us back on our feet and rejoices for us, 
for, as the father says: "This my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found" (v. 24).

Even through Joseph's fears, God's will, his history and his plan were at work. Joseph, then, 
teaches us that faith in God includes believing that he can work even through our fears, our frailties 
and our weaknesses. He also teaches us that amid the tempests of life, we must never be afraid to let 
the Lord steer our course. At times, we want to be in complete control, yet God always sees the 
bigger picture.
3. An obedient father

As he had done with Mary, God revealed his saving plan to Joseph. He did so by using dreams, 
which in the Bible and among all ancient peoples, were considered a way for him to make his will 
known.[13]
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Joseph was deeply troubled by Mary's mysterious pregnancy. He did not want to "expose her to 
public disgrace",[14]so he decided to "dismiss her quietly" (Mt 1:19). 

In the first dream, an angel helps him resolve his grave dilemma: "Do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins" (Mt 1:20-21). Joseph's response was 
immediate: "When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him" (Mt 
1:24). Obedience made it possible for him to surmount his difficulties and spare Mary.

In the second dream, the angel tells Joseph: "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him" 
(Mt2:13). Joseph did not hesitate to obey, regardless of the hardship involved: "He got up, took the 
child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod" 
(Mt2:14-15).

In Egypt, Joseph awaited with patient trust the angel's notice that he could safely return home. 
In a third dream, the angel told him that those who sought to kill the child were dead and ordered him 
to rise, take the child and his mother, and return to the land of Israel (cf. Mt 2:19-20). Once again, 
Joseph promptly obeyed. "He got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel" 
(Mt2:21).

During the return journey, "when Joseph heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of 
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. After being warned in a dream" - now for the fourth time - 
"he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth" (Mt2:22-
23).

The evangelist Luke, for his part, tells us that Joseph undertook the long and difficult journey 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem to be registered in his family's town of origin in the census of the 
Emperor Caesar Augustus. There Jesus was born (cf. Lk2:7) and his birth, like that of every other 
child, was recorded in the registry of the Empire. Saint Luke is especially concerned to tell us that 
Jesus' parents observed all the prescriptions of the Law: the rites of the circumcision of Jesus, the 
purification of Mary after childbirth, the offering of the firstborn to God (cf. 2:21-24).[15]

In every situation, Joseph declared his own "fiat", like those of Mary at the Annunciation and 
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.

In his role as the head of a family, Joseph taught Jesus to be obedient to his parents (cf. Lk2:51), 
in accordance with God's command (cf. Ex 20:12).

During the hidden years in Nazareth, Jesus learned at the school of Joseph to do the will of the 
Father. That will was to be his daily food (cf. Jn4:34). Even at the most difficult moment of his life, in 
Gethsemane, Jesus chose to do the Father's will rather than his own,[16]becoming "obedient unto 
death, even death on a cross" (Phil 2:8). The author of the Letter to the Hebrews thus concludes that 
Jesus "learned obedience through what he suffered" (5:8).

All this makes it clear that "Saint Joseph was called by God to serve the person and mission of 
Jesus directly through the exercise of his fatherhood" and that in this way, "he cooperated in the 
fullness of time in the great mystery of salvation and is truly a minister of salvation."[17]

To be continued .....
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With a Motu proprio released on Jan. 11, Pope Francis established that from now on the 
ministries of Lector and Acolyte are to be open to women, in a stable and institutionalized form 
through a specific mandate.

There is nothing new about women proclaiming the Word of God during liturgical celebrations 
or carrying out a service at the altar as altar servers or as Eucharistic ministers. In many communities 
throughout the world these practices are already authorized by local bishops.

However, up to this point, this has occurred without a true and proper institutional mandate, as 
an exception to what Pope St Paul VI had established when, in 1972, even while abolishing the so-
called "minor orders", he decided to maintain that access to the seministries be granted only to men 
because both were considered to be preparatory to the eventual admission to holy orders.

Now, in the wake of the discernment which has emerged from the last Synods of Bishops, Pope 
Francis wanted to formalize and institutionalize the presence of women at the altar.
Shared baptism

With the Motu proprio Spiritus Domini, which modifies the first paragraph of Canon 230 of the 
Code of Canon Law, Pope Francis, therefore, establishes that women can have access to these 
ministries and that this be recognized through a liturgical act formally instituting them as such.

Pope Francis specifies that he wanted to welcome recommendations which have emerged from 
various synodal assemblies, writing that "a doctrinal development has been arrived at in these last 
years that has brought to light how certain ministries instituted by the Church have as their basis the 
common condition of being baptized and the royal priesthood received in the Sacrament of 
Baptism."

The Pope, therefore, invites us to recognize that what is under discussion are lay ministries 
"fundamentally distinct from the ordained ministry that is received through the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders."

The new formulation of the canon reads: "Lay persons who possess the age and qualifications 
established by decree of the conference of bishops can be admitted on astable basis through the 
prescribed liturgical rite to the ministries of lector and acolyte." The specification "lay men" 
qualifying the laity and present in the Code until today's modification, is, therefore, abolished.
Part of Vatican II renewal

The Motu proprio is accompanied by a letter addressed to the Prefect of the Congregation of the 
Doctrine of the Faith, Cardinal Luis Ladaria, in which Pope Francis explains the theological 
motivations behind his decision.

The Pope writes that "within the spectrum of renewal traced out by the Second Vatican Council, 
the urgency is being ever more felt today to rediscover the co-responsibility of all of the baptized in 
the Church, and the mission of the laity in a particular way."And, citing the Final Document of the 
Synod for the Pan-Amazon Region, the Pope observes that "regarding the entire Church, in the 
variety of situations, it is urgent that ministries for men and women be promoted and conferred… It 

Pope Francis: Ministries of lector and acolyte to be open to women

News of the Month
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is the Church made up of baptized men and women that we must consolidate, promoting forms of 
ministry and, above all, an awareness of baptismal dignity."
Lay people and evangelization

In his letter to the Cardinal, after recalling the words of Saint John Paul II that "regarding 
ordained ministries, the Church does not have the faculty in any way to confer priestly ordination on 
women," Pope Francis adds that "regarding non-ordained ministries, it is possible, and today it 
seems appropriate, to surmount this reservation."

The Pope explains that "to offer to lay persons of both sexes the possibility of accessing the 
ministries of Acolyte and Lector, in virtue of their participation in the priesthood of the baptized, the 
awareness will grow, through a liturgical act (of institution) as well, of the precious contribution that 
many lay persons, including women, have been offering for some

time to the life and mission of the Church." He concludes that "the decision to confer these 
offices even on women, which entails stability, public recognition and a mandate on the part of the 
bishop, will make more effective everyone's participation in the work of evangelization."
Mutual collaboration

This provision comes after extensive theological reflection on these ministries. Post-conciliar 
theology has, in fact, recovered the relevance of the ministries of Lector and Acolyte, not only in 
relation to the ordained priesthood, but also, and above all, in relation to the priesthood of the 
baptized.

These ministries are situated within the dynamic of the mutual collaboration that exists between 
these two priest hoods, and their specifically "lay" nature has become ever more pronounced, in 
connection with the priesthood exercised by all the baptized in virtue of their baptism.

The Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity and the Lutheran World Federation 

underscore their commitment to walk together on their common journey from conflict to 

communion.

The Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity and the Lutheran World Federation 

recently announced the publication of the updated Italian translation of the historic ecumenical 

document called the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification.

A post on the Council's website notes that by launching the updated document on January 3rd, 

the day this year when Catholics and Lutherans recall the 500th anniversary of the excommunication 

of Martin Luther, both the Lutheran World Federation and the Pontifical Council for Promoting 

Christian Unity underscore their commitment to walk together on their common journey from 

conflict to communion.

Bishop Brian Farrell, secretary of the Pontifical Council, spoke with Thaddeus Jones of 

Vatican News about the importance of this initiative.

Q: Bishop Farrell, how would you describe the importance of this joint Catholic-

Lutheran initiative in updating the Italian translation of the joint declaration on the Doctrine 

Catholics and Lutherans reaffirm commitment to communion
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of Justification?

Let me first say how important it was in ecumenical dialogue between Catholics and Lutherans 

20 years ago, when we reached an agreement on the Doctrine of Justification. Most people may not 

think of it as something very important, but it is fundamental because it goes to the very heart of the 

Gospel and it goes to the very heart of the controversies that separated Lutherans and Catholics in the 

16th century.

Many will remember that Lutherans insisted - that Luther insisted - on the fact that we are 

saved by the grace of Christ: in faith. Catholics (on the other hand) supposedly insisted that we had to 

do good works. This is the question that has always hung over the conflict between the Protestant 

Reformed Movement and the Catholic Church.

So, fundamentally in 1999, there was this agreement between the Catholic Church and the 

Lutheran World Federation that we do have the same doctrine and it basically says this: together, we 

Lutherans and Catholics, confess that by grace alone in faith in Christ's saving work, and not because 

of any merit on our part, we are accepted by God and receive the Holy Spirit who renews our hearts 

and makes us capable of doing good work. So, we reached an agreement on something that was 

fundamental, something that caused the rift and the separation and so much conflict down the 

centuries.

Now, 20 years after this agreement, we decided that we needed to published a new edition in 

Italian because we noticed that different Italian translations had some deficiencies or different 

terminologies and so forth. We have done this because we are in the 500th anniversary of a very 

important moment in the history of the Church. As you know in these days we have celebrated the 

500th anniversary of the excommunication of Luther, so we thought that would be a good 

anniversary in which to publish this: to show that we're not in the same place.

Q: The original document was drafted and written in English, wasn't it?

In English and in German. Those are the official texts because many of the people in the 

dialogue that led to that were naturally German Lutherans or Swedish or Finnish Lutherans and they 

spoke German. So the text was written in German and in English.

Q: Where are we today in Catholic-Lutheran ecumenical dialogue, especially in view 

ofthe progress made over recent decades?

We're very far ahead from where we were 500 years ago and down the centuries. If you 

remember Pope Francis in 2017 went to Lund in Sweden to commemorate the 500th anniversary of 

the beginning of the Lutheran reform - that was the time supposedly Luther pinned his 95 theses on 

the door of the cathedral.

Regarding the whole idea of where we are at the moment, you could state it in the title of the 

document that the Lutheran Catholic Dialogue Commission has published for this 500th 

anniversary: it's called "From Conflict to Communion". And that's where we are.

We are on the road away from conflict towards communion. And that communion grows as we 

reach new understanding and new agreements between us. So yes, we are in a very different place.
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi met the three Cardinals - Cardinal Oswald Gracias, 

Cardinal George Alencherry and Cardinal Baselios Cleemis on 19th January, 2021 of 11.15 a.m. for 

about 45 minutes. When the Cardinals emerged from the meeting, they all commented that it was a 

very cordial and a fruitful meeting and the Prime Minister was very much relaxed. This meeting was 

more of a dialogue and a conversation on wide ranging issues.

After the meeting, at the Press Conference held at Mizoram House, His Eminence Oswald 

Cardinal Gracias in his opening remarks said that the Prime Minister had invited them for a 

conversation where they reviewed different works in the Church in India, at the national scene and 

particularly how the Church is working in different fields of education, medical and social welfare 

and how we can in the future even more collaborate with the Government. His Eminence then 

invited the press reporters to ask any questions.  

In reply to a question whether the Cardinals had asked the Prime Minister about the proposal of 

inviting the Holy Father to India, Cardinal Oswald said that this was always in the mind of the Prime 

Minister. He is positive about this and has shared his eagerness to get the Holy Father to India. The 

Prime Minister has to find an appropriate time when the Holy Father can be invited.  Cardinal 

Oswald Gracias commented that the present health and safety conditions in India do not warrant a 

visit of the Holy Father.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias raised the issue of the farmers and hoped that a just solution be found. 

The Prime Minister stated that the government was making every effort for this.

With regard to the release of Fr. Stan Swamy, Cardinal Oswald Gracias said that the Prime 

Minister is aware of the situation and is sympathetic. But this is taken care of by an independent 

agency and the Government does not want to interfere in the matter.

Cardinal Baselios Cleemis shared with the Press what Cardinal Oswald Gracias had shared 

A Report on the Three Cardinal's visit to the Prime Minster of India
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with the Prime Minister of the massive work and efforts done by the Catholic Church during the 

Covid pandemic. Rs 152 crores had been spent by the Church to take care of the poor during this 

pandemic. The different Caritas agencies in India reached out to over 2 crores population. Cardinal 

Gracias assured the Prime Minister that the Catholic Church will continue to engage in the 

emergency care for the people of India.

Speaking about the minorities in India, Cardinal George Alencherry shared with the Prime 

Minister that there should be equitable distribution of goods and services. He also spoke about the 

new Education Policy with the Prime Minister. Cardinal Alencherry insisted with the Prime Minister 

on religious harmony.  The Prime Minister is open to all that was shared. He shared that much 

discussion had gone into before the formulation of the policy.

With regard to FCRA, the Prime Minister said that there were so many agencies getting foreign 

money and not maintaining proper accounts. Therefore, the Prime Minister had to be strict about 

that, to which Cardinal Alencherry said that we support that. Due to the misdeeds of some people, the 

others must not suffer.

With regard to the equitable distribution of funds, a reporter asked whether there was 

discrimination on the basis of religion and minorities. Cardinal Alencherry said that neither the 

Prime Minister nor the Cardinals spoke of any discrimination. Cardinal Cleemis said that this is the 

fund given by the Central Government to be distributed among the poor.  What the Cardinals asked 

the Prime Minister was to make a point of justice so that the funds are fairly distributed. No one 

should be ignored and this distribution should be done in an equitable manner. The Prime Minister 

assured the Cardinals that he will look into the matter.

Cardinal Alencherry spoke to the Prime Minister about certain difficulties faced in the Kerala 

Church. Cardinal Cleemis shared how the issue of poorest of the poor was raised with the Prime 

Minister. Mention of the promotion of the Dalit people was made with particular reference to the 

Christians of Dalit community. These are groups of people who need to be treated and brought to the 

mainstream of society. The Prime Minister was very positive about this and we have assured our 

support to this where the Dalits can be brought to the mainstream of the society. How and what 

means to be followed, they were not clear about that but an appropriate study needs to be made about 

this, to make provisions for them so that justice can be given to them.

Cardinal Cleemis thanked the efforts made by the Honourable Governor of Mizoram for 

facilitating this meeting. Unfortunately, the Governor could not be present because he is under 

quarantine in Kerala. It was a very refreshing experience for the Government to invite the three 

Cardinals and to listen to them. The Governor of Mizoram is very open to all communities and not 

just the Christians. Since he is the Governor of Mizoram, he understands the Christians very well as 

there are more than 80% Christians in Mizoram.  Therefore, he has learnt to appreciate the work of 

the Christian community. We appreciate the many efforts the Governor had taken for today's 

meeting. The invitation for this meeting came from the Prime Minister, which was very important 

for us.

The Cardinals were asked if any constitutional amendment was suggested to the Prime Minister 
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to allow the Dalit to come to the reservation category. It was suggested to the Prime Minister that the 

criteria for assistance should be economic and not religion.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias said that he had previously clarified to the Prime Minister that the 

Church is not political by nature. The Church is not for any political party; it is always apolitical. 

What we always look for is good governance. We look for the care for the poor, economic growth 

and development of the people, justice and progress of the country.  

Cardinal Alencherry said that the Church is a reality in society and always in dialogue with the 

Government for the betterment of the poor. Cardinal Oswald Gracias thanked all the press reporters 

that came for this press conference.

The meeting ended with the mutual thanksgiving and the Prime Minister inviting the Cardinals 

to approach him if they have any issue to discuss.

Fr Jervis D'Souza

Deputy Secretary General, CBCI

Gangapur City News : Continuing our Spirituality
After having  thanked and praised God through Mary our Blessed mother  we were re-

energized with our spirituality and with new hope and great vigor placed our trust and faith in our 
Lord to prepare our self for his coming and to proclaim Him. 

We, the Revelation youth members of Gangapur City under the guidance of our parish priest 
ndand his team started working in preparation for Christ the King feast and on 22  November. 

Following the protocols of COVID-19 we had a solemn Eucharistic celebration followed by Holy 
Hour in the Church.We were happy to see our Church full and our parishioners following the 
guidelines.  Immediately after the feast we started preparing ourselves to partake in the celebration 
of The Greatest Story ever told the Birth of our Lord. Our parish priest took a lot of effort in 
bringing us together for Singing Practice, Preparing of the Crib, Carol Singing, Decoration of 
the Church, etc.

From the first sunday of advent to the fourth sunday of advent the parishioners  were invited to 
make their confession to prepare oneself to receive Christ, the church was kept open every evening 
from 04:00 pm so that the parishioners could come individually to make their confession, attend 

st rdmass and spend time in prayer. From 21  December to 23  December, we, in small groups went 
thhouse to house singing carols and on 24  December we had Midnight Mass at 11:45pm starting with 

thcarols. On 25  December mass of the day was also celebrated. There was active participation in the 
thmass by the Youth as well as by our parishioners. On 25  December the Church campus was  kept 

closed for public worship due to COVID 19 and  people of the town were very cooperative and 
nobody troubled us.

stOn 31  December 2020 we had mass at 5.00 in the evening due to the night curfew. Mary The 
stMother of God feast was celebrated, and on 1  January in the evening we had New Year Mass. The 

rd
celebration of Christmas reached its climax on 3  January 2021 with the celebration of the feast of 
The Manifestation of Our Lord. On this day we the youth members enacted and presented the 
whole Christmas story.

I, on behalf of all the youth members extend my heartfelt thanks to our Lordship Bishop 
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 The year 2020 was a difficult year for all the people of the world due to Covid-19. Due to 
decreasing number of cases recently, there was a bit relaxation in Covid protocols and Government 
allowed religious places to hold religious gathering with restricted numbers. Taking the advantage of 
this relaxation, the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Annunciation celebrated Christmas in a proper way 
according to the guidelines given. The Holy Eucharist of Christmas was celebrated by Most Rev. 
Bishop Oswald Lewis at 5 pm on 24th December along with Fr. Ronald Fernandes (Parish Priest), Fr. 
Melwin D'Souza and Fr. Thomas Maniparambil. On Christmas day the parish had two masses at 8 am 
and 9.30 am. People were asked to register their names for all the masses in order to limit the 
participation to 100 people per mass. 
 To boost up the religious spirit during this pandemic the Paris horganized a Crib Competition 
for the families and the religious houses of the parish. 25 families and 3 religious houses participated 
in the competition. In the category of the Family Crib making Mr. P. M. Paul and Family bagged the 
first prize, whereas second prize was won by Mr. P. K. Matthai and family. Third prize was shared 
between Mr. Johny P. V. and family and Mr. John Varghese and Family. In the category of Religious 
houses, first prize was won by Missionary Sisters of the Charity, Pratapnagar while the second prize 
was shared by CMC sisters and FSMA Jagatpura. Congratulations to all those who participated and 
won the prizes.

Mr. Barry James
Mavliyanagar, Jaipur

Christmas Celebration & Crib making Comp. at Cathedral Parish

Oswald Lewis for his timely guidance on COVID 19 guidelines. We also thank our parish priest and 
his team for their support and guidance and a big thanks to all our parishioners for their appreciation. 
I also thank all my team members for their hard work. Let us be united in prayer.

Reported by Ann Mary Vargise
President of Revelation Youth Group

Gangapur City

 The holiday of Makar Sankranti on 14 January was made special as a cricket match was held 
between the diocesan Priests of Jaipur diocese and the parishioners of the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Annunciation, Malviyanagar. The lush green stadium of the diocese of Jaipur in Jagatpura was the 
venue where the match was being witnessed. It was inaugurated by Fr Edward Oliveira, the Vicar 

Friendly cricket match between diocesan Priests and malviyanagar Parish
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General of the diocese, Fr Raymond Coelho, the senior most priest of the diocese of Jaipur and Fr 
Paul Pulickal, the Principal of St Anselm's School, Mansarovar. After a short inaugural speech by Fr 
Edward, where he wished both teams the best of luck, the umpires proceeded for the toss which was 
officiated by Fr Raymond Coelho.
 The diocesan clergy team won the toss and opted to bat. They managed to put up a 
challenging score of 96 runs in 20 overs. The score was successfully chased down by Malviyanagar 
parish. The match had a nail biting finish as Malviyanagar parish suffered a few hiccups during the 
chase. The captain James Joseph Bobby managed to hit the winning runs and was adjudged the Man 
of the Match for his handy contribution with both bat and ball. 
 All officials, staff and clergy of Malviyanagar parish, who helped in organising the match, 
were thanked for their marvellous initiative by Bishop Oswald Lewis during the presentation 
ceremony. He mentioned that such an initiative to bring people together during these tough times of 
the pandemic was a welcome relief from the stress of daily life. Sports can go a long way in fostering 
unity among the laity and clergy in order to work together as one unit towards the Kingdom of God. 
Terrence Singh proposed the vote of thanks and the entire match commentary as well as the 
ceremonies were presented by Barry James. This truly can be a template for many more matches to 
come in the future.

Fr. Romel Saldanha

"I will not forget you. See I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands" (Isaiah 49:15-
16). With these feelings in their hearts, 25 children received Jesus for the first time in the sacrament 
of the Holy Eucharist on 24th January at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Annunciation, 
malviyanagar, Jaipur. Girls dressed in white gowns and boys dressed in white shirts and trousers 
looked like holy angels symbolizing the image and likeness of God.

Most Rev. Bishop Oswald Lewis was the main celebrant and the Holy Eucharist was 
concelebrated by Parish Priest Fr. Ronald Fernandes, Fr. Melwin D'Souza, Fr. Thomas 
Maniparambil and guest priest Fr. JohnsonTharani CMI. Many religious, Parents and close relatives 
of these children participated in the Eucharistic celebration. Mr. Anthony with the Parish choir group 
gave more meaning to the liturgy with the melodious singing. The PPT with children's photos and 
Mass responses was prepared by Mr. James that helped the congregation to participate in a better 
way. 

Most Rev. Bishop Oswald Lewis, in his homily, explained the sacrificial love of Jesus and 
instructed the children to live their life in charity, service and urged them to witness Christ in their 
everyday activity. A Holy Bible and a prayer book was gifted to these children by Mr. V. T. Varghese, 
and a Rosary and another prayer book was gifted by the members of JCWS. Sr. Arsenia prepared the 
children for the First Holy Communion. Soon after the Mass the First Holy Communicants cut the 
cake with the Bishop and refreshments was served to all those who joined the celebration. 

Mr. Barry James
Mavliyanagar, Jaipur

First Holy Communion at the Cathedral

A Unity Octave prayer service was organized on 25th January, 2021 at 6.00 pm at O.L. of  
Annunciation Cathedral, Jaipur. Due to Covid 19, the number was restricted to 50 and with the 
proper guidelines. The theme of the octave prayer was, "May you abide in him and bear much 
fruit."

Most Rev Bishop Oswald Lewis, conducted the opening prayer with a penitential rite. The 

Church Unity Octave Prayer Service at malviyanagar, Jaipur
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  A Seminar was organized by the Director, Gyan Deep Bhawan Diocesan Pastoral Centre on 
"The Impact of Covid 19 Pandemic on Children: Role of Principals and Teachers" on Jan. 20, 2021 
for the principals and teachers of Catholic schools of the diocese of Jaipur.  The resource person for 
this seminar was Rev Fr Sunny Jacob SJ, a well-known academician and a resource person on 
current topics.  The response of the Principals and teachers was over-whelming.   

The words like lockdown, quarantine, Pandemic, online classes and seminars, and webinar 
were not in our dictionaries till last March but today even the small children and common people 
know the meaning and effect of these concepts.  We all know that Covid -19 Pandemic has brought 
disaster on mankind and has affected every society.  There was wide spread fear, anxiety, sadness 
and uncertainty in every family all over the world and definitely it has damaged the life of our 
children also.   

Studies have shown that online classes have decreased their physical activity and increased 
screen time. The number of children who are addicted to mobiles has gone up drastically. 8 out of 10 
parents have claimed that children are spending more time using electronic devices. Since they are 
restricted day and night to their homes without play and without interaction with their peer groups, 
greater risks of physical, psychological, spiritual, social, and emotional problems and depression are 
seen among the children today.  A large number of them could not cope up with online classes due to 
lack of electronic devices, poor net-work, motivation and now the mental pressure is increasing as 
their annual exams are approaching.   

Today our question should be how are we going to deal with our children? In this context the 
parents and teachers need to follow new methods to approach and deal with children.  The important 

Seminar : Impact of Covid-19 on Children - Role of Principals and Teachers

Gospel of John was read by Rev SandeepHezkiel and Rev Rajkumar preached on the Word of God, 
highlighting the theme of the Unity Octave prayer. 

The choir, the prayer of the faithful and all the other arrangements were well organized by Fr 
Ronald, the parish priest and Fr Melvin D' Souza, the assistant parish priest. 

The prayer service concluded with the vote of thanks by Mr Justin Boniface.
Fr John Paul SVD
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thing the parents and teachers should do is, that they should avoid stigmatizing the children if any 
disorder is found in them. Secondly, they should avoid watching, reading, listening or discussing too 
much news about the Covid 19 and persuade children to divert their attention to other topics which 
are more interesting to them. Let us hope that our children will soon be out to their regular activities 
in schools and playgrounds and live a normal life. Till then the teachers and the parents learn to 
create an atmosphere conducive for their regular studies and free movements. As Antony Robbins 
says, "More than anything else, it is the decisions, we take and not the conditions of our lives 
that determine our destiny." 

Fr Paul D' Souza
Director, Pastoral Centre, Jaipur

A symposium was organized by Dharmik Jan Morcha, Rajasthan on "The role of religious 
leaders in strengthening love and solidarity in our country" in hotel Indiana Grand, Jaipur on Sunday, 
31st Jan at 2.00 pm. Religious leaders from 14 various faiths expressed their views concerning their 
roles in bringing back the peace and harmony in our country. Bishop Oswald Lewis, Fr. Casmiro 
Coelho, Fr. Paul Dsouza and Fr. John Paul Herman represented the Catholic Church. 

All the leaders have expressed their concerns over the present deteriorating situation of the 
country regarding peace and harmony. They said that the religion is to unite people and spread love. 
But now in the name of religion people are spreading hatred and dividing people and causing enmity 
among them. This there is an urgent need for the leaders to come out of their closures and teach the 
real meaning of religion. Bishop Oswald in his address quoted the first and greatest commandment 
of Jesus, love one another just as one loves oneself. 

The Dharmik Jan Morcha is working towards peace and harmony all over the country and now 
it wishes to spread out not only in cities but even in various districts and villages.

John Paul Herman SVD 
Media Office, Jaipur

Inter-religious symposium

Very soon we are going to start 40 days of Lent. "Forty days" reminds us of the story of Noah 
and the flood of 40 days; Moses went up to the Mount Sinai and prayed and fasted for 40 days and 
Jesus before he started his public ministry went to the desert and prayed and fasted for 40 days.   

Ash Wednesday which we start on 17th Feb. this year, will remind us once again that we spend 
these 40 days with prayer, penance, fasting and in deeds of mercy. St. Peter Chrysologus says, 
"Fasting is the soul of prayer; mercy is the lifeblood of fasting. If we have not all three together, we 
have nothing". Catholics are admonished to spend these days of Lent fruitfully by making an 
introvert journey of ourselves and helping the poor, needy and helpless in our society.    

In December 2020, the Congregation of Faith has sent out a Letter to the faithful on 
"Samaritanus Bonus: on the Care of Persons in the Critical and Terminal Phases of Life which says 
that the Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:25-37) not only knelt down and dressed the wounds of the stranger 
who was found half-dead on the road but also he takes responsibility for him.   The Good Samaritan 

Called to become a Good Samaritan
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Saint Josephine Margaret Bakhita was born around1869 in the village of Olgossa 
in the Darfur region of Sudan. She was a member of the Daju people and her uncle was a 
tribal chief. Due to her family lineage, she grew up happy and relatively prosperous, 
saying that as a child, she did not know suffering.

Historians believe that sometime in February 1877, Josephine was kidnapped by Arab slave 
traders. Although she was just a child, she was forced to walk barefoot over 600 miles to a slave 
market in El Obeid. She was bought and sold at least twice during the grueling journey. For the next 
12 years she would be bought, sold and given away over a dozen times. She spent so much time in 
captivity that she forgot her original name.

As a slave, her experiences varied from fair treatment to cruel. Her first owner, a wealthy Arab, 
gave her to his daughters as a maid. The assignment was easy until she offended her owner's son, 
possibly for the crime of breaking a vase. As punishment, she was beaten so severely she was 
incapacitated for a month. After that, she was sold.

One of her owners was a Turkish general who gave her to his wife and mother-in-law who both 
beat her daily. Josephine wrote that as soon as one wound would heal, they would inflict another. She 
told about how the general's wife ordered her to be scarred. As her mistress watched, ready with a 
whip, another woman drew patterns on her skin with flour, then cut into her flesh with a blade. She 
rubbed the wounds with salt to make the scars permanent. She would suffer a total of 114 scars from 
this abuse.

In 1883, the Turkish general sold her to the Italian Vice Consul, Callisto Legani. He was a much 

St. Josephine Bakhita
Saint of the Month...

goes out of his way to take care of the dying person. In the recent Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti 
which means All Brothers and Sisters, Pope Francis says that we all have a responsibility towards 
our brothers and sisters because our origin is from one and same Creator (Job 31:15). 

Through the Encyclical Pope Francis reminds us that the whole of humanity has one origin and 
that is from God.  So we are all children of God and brothers and sisters no matter to which religion 
or region we belong.  The Parable of the Good Samaritan teaches us that we as Christians need to 
rebuild our broken world into one community of humanity. A "community can be rebuilt by men and 
women who identify with the vulnerability of others, who reject the creation of a society of 
exclusion, and act instead as neighbors, lifting up and rehabilitating the fallen for the sake of the 
common good" (FratelliTutti 67).   

Therefore, belief in God and the worship of God with fasting and prayer alone is not enough 
during the time of Lent or any other season.  Along with fasting and prayer, we need to "ensure that 
we are actually living in a way pleasing God" (FT 74).  As our Farmers are protesting for their rights; 
as our society is divided on the basis of caste and creed; between rich and poor, and wounded due to 
suppression, exploitation, and marginalization, we as believers have a duty to pray for our human 
community and bind the wounds by our merciful deeds. The parable summons us to rediscover our 
vocation as Christians and become Good Samaritans through our deeds of Mercy. 

Fr Paul D'souza
Pastoral Centre, Jaipur
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kinder master and he did not beat her. When it was time for him to return to Italy, she begged to be 
taken with him, and he agreed. After a long and dangerous journey across Sudan, the Red Sea, and 
the Mediterranean, they arrived in Italy. She was given away to another family as a gift and she 
served them as a nanny.

Her new family also had dealings in Sudan and when her mistress decided to travel to Sudan 
without Josephine, she placed her in the custody of the Canossian Sisters in Venice. While she was in 
the custody of the sisters, she came to learn about God. According to Josephine, she had always 
known about God, who created all things, but she did not know who He was. The sisters answered 
her questions. She was deeply moved by her time with the sisters and discerned a call to follow 
Christ.

When her mistress returned from Sudan, Josephine refused to leave. Her mistress spent three 
days trying to persuade her to leave the sisters, but Josephine remained steadfast. This caused the 
superior of the institute for baptismal candidates among the sisters to complain to Italian authorities 
on Josephine's behalf. 

The case went to court, and the court found that slavery had been outlawed in Sudan before 
Josephine was born, so she could not be lawfully made slave. She was declared free. For the first 
time in her life, Josephine was free and could choose what to do with her life. She chose to remain 
with the Canossian Sisters. She was baptized on January 9, 1890 and took the name Josephine 
Margaret and Fortunata. (Fortunata is the Latin translation for her Arabic name, Bakhita). She also 
received the sacraments of her first holy communion and confirmation on the same day. These three 
sacraments are the sacraments of initiation into the Church and were always given together in the 
early Church. The Archbishop who gave her the sacraments was none other than Giusseppe Sarto, 
the Cardinal Patriarch of Venice, who would later become Pope Pius X.

Josephine became a novice with the Canossian Daughters of Charity religious order on 
December 7, 1893, and took her final vows on December 8, 1896. She was eventually assigned to a 
convent in Schio, Vicenza. For the next 42 years of her life, she worked as a cook and a doorkeeper at 
the convent. She also traveled and visited other convents telling her story to other sisters and 
preparing them for work in Africa. She was known for her gentle voice and smile. She was gentle and 
charismatic, and was often referred to lovingly as the "little brown sister" or honorably as the "black 
mother."When speaking of her enslavement, she often professed she would thank her kidnappers. 
For had she not been kidnapped, she might never have come to know Jesus Christ and entered His 
Church.

During World War II, the people of the village of Schio regarded her as their protector. Andal 
though bombs fell on their village, not one citizen died.

In her later years, she began to suffer physical pain and was forced to use a wheelchair. But she 
always remained cheerful. If anyone asked her how she was, she would reply, "As the master 
desires."On the evening of February 8, 1947, Josephine spoke her last words, "Our Lady, Our 
Lady!"She then died. Her body lay on display for three days afterwards.

In 1958, the process of canonization began for Josephine under Pope John XXIII. On 
December 1st, 1978, Pope John Paul II declared her venerable. Sadly, the news of her beatification in 
1992 was censored in Sudan. But just nine months later, Pope John Paul II visited Sudan and honored 
her publicly. He canonized her on October 1, 2000.Saint Josephine Bakhita is the patron saint of 
Sudan and her feast day is celebrated on February 8.
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Life during the COVID-19 pandemic is very unpredictable. We would all of a 
sudden hear about the death of our dear one due to Covid-19. However, the sudden 
death of Mr.  K. A Thomas of St. Paul School, Mala Road, Kota came as a shock to 
all of us who had known him for many years. Everything was so sudden that there 
was no time to reflect. On Sunday 17th January evening at about 8.30 p.m. Thomas 
went out to throw some garbage in the 'nala' close to his house and never returned 
back. Apparently, he lost balance near the 'nala' and fell head on in the muck and 
died instantly being asphyxiated. 

Mr. K. A. Thomas joined St. Paul's Kota as a young boy during the time of Fr. 
Benedict Fernandes the founder principal of St. Paul's. He retired few months ago 
having served the institution for more than 40 years as such he was an ordinary 
employee of the school, who sat in the school office serving various principals. But 

his sudden death sent such shock waves across entire Pauline family that not only ex-principals and vice-
principals, but people from all walks of life including parents, teachers, students, servants, book sellers 
and well-wishers flocked to have a last glimpse of a man whom they admired as a person of integrity.

When I took over the school as a principal in 1994, it was my first experience in a senior secondary 
school of great reputation. Having no significant experience in managing a school like St. Paul, I was a 
bit apprehensive. Besides unlike today, I was also the manager and the parish priest of the Church. Kota 
was notorious for hooliganism. Some unwanted elements would often create troubles to get admission. 
Fortunately, the very presence of Mr. K.A. Thomas made me feel at home. He was a man for all seasons. 
Simple, humble, unassuming, always available 24 hours of the day or night regarding any work in the 
school or in the church or any other institution of ours. I must confess like Jesus finding hospitality and 
love in the company of Lazarus, Martha and Mary at Bethany, I found same hospitality and love in the 
home of Mr. Thomas, Mary his wife and their little daughter Ann. I remember the day when Fr. Lourdu 
Joseph came to meet me regarding some work in Suket, I had informed my cook that we would be late for 
dinner. To my utter disappointment my cook was not fine and we had nothing to eat. Being Diwali night 
and hotels having pooja, all hotels were closed. Hopefully, I rang up Mr. Thomas in the middle of the 
night and within no time Mary prepared a meal for us. 

Mr Heny Lobo one of his colleagues writes, "I have known Thomas right from 1979. I knew no one 
in Kota, He was indeed a gem of a person. Very loyal to his duties and honest in his dealings. When I was 
staying alone, I was down with Malaria, since I could not attend school for three days Mr. Thomas came 
in search of me, seeing my condition he took me to his house and looked after me, like a good Samaritan."

Mrs Preeti Romare, a teacher from the school says, "when I was expecting my child, Mary and 
Thomas found out my condition and they would cook food for me everyday."

Fr. Jose Kutty ex-principal writes, "I had the privilege of working for 10 years at Kota, my first 
appointment as a priest was in Kota. Thomas has played a great role in shaping my ministry. He was a 
perfect guide and a perfect mentor, loyal till the end and trust worthy. He stood by the school in thick and 
thin. He always boosted the morale of the fathers. A great human being. A loving father and husband."

Bishop Ignatius Menezes says, "Mr. Thomas was a man of values, fully dedicated towards the 
school and the church. His services will never be forgotten."

Mrs Deepti a teacher at St. Paul's says, "Thomas was a man of principles, sincere, genuine, he 
showed no partiality or discrimination to anyone."

Mr Sandeep Bhati of 1988 batch at St. Paul's says, "Mr. K. A. Thomas was like another father in the 
school. We all had a great respect for him."

Doctor Jaswinder Saroya an eminent doctor at Kota, a student of 1979 batch says, "Mr. Thomas 
was a through gentleman, always helpful and obliging."

Fr Lourdu Joseph former Principal says, "Mr. Thomas was a man with a large heart. He never ever 
criticized or derided or judged anyone harshly. Even the domestic servants had great regard for him."

Mr Banwari the P.T.I says, "Thomas and St. Paul's are inseparable."

A Tribute to Mr. K. A. Thomas
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Mr Bhandar, a long time books and stationary provider says, "Thomas saab was a pillar of St. Paul's 
school. A vivacious personality with a magnetic aura around him. I am yet to see such loyalty and 
devotion towards the institution like him."

Fr Cantius another former Principal says, "Mr. Thomas as I have known him was a gem of a person. 
He taught us what it means to be dedicated and loyal. He would spend hours to complete his work even 
without bothering about meals."

Fr Melvin Jobard wrote that Mr Thomas was a gem of a person. He was honest, dedicated and 
absolutely loyal to the school. He had respect for everyone and was humble in all his ways and works. 
Every principal and assistant who worked at St Paul's will have only golden words and thoughts of a 
person so great yet so simple. God rest his soul.

Mr Digvijay Mehra, a student and a close friend of Thomas says, "Thomas had no ego. He never 
projected himself into limelight. The good of the institution was the only motto."

Fr Raymond Coelho the second principal who played an important role in the initial stages of the 
growth of the school and parish says, "I was shocked to hear about the death of our dear friend K. A. 
Thomas. Tom, as he was affectionately called, was noble soul loved by all-parents, staff and students 
alike. He was efficient, sincere, hardworking and loyal to the institution. He had the rare distinction of 
having served under 9 Principals beginning with the founder of St. Paul's, Kota. Fr. Benedict and me. My 
deepest sympathies to his sorrowing wife, children and family members. We assure them of our prayerful 
support. May his beautiful soul rest in eternal peace. RIP."

Sr Lizza P.S.A who worked at St. Paul's for 13 years says, "During all these years I had the privilege 
of knowing Mr. Thomas closely. He was simple in attitude, humble in his behaviour, gentle in approach, 
sincere and genuine in all his dealings with all. He shouldered his responsibilities with utmost care. We 
saw in his personality a rare Christian spirit."

Someone may ask, why such fuss about a clerk in a school who came to earn his daily bread, while 
many others have rendered similar service in the past. My answer is very simple. He was someone with a 
totally different personality. We generally speak well of people who hold positions. Sometimes even 
exaggerating their goodness, from that point of view K. A. Thomas was just another servant of the school 
who sat on the same office for more than forty years; but a question often troubles me, what exactly is the 
greatness of life? Is it just power and position? As someone rightly pointed out, "so called great things are 
rare, it is in the little things of give and take that we truly show our greatness of life." It is for this simple 
reason of doing little things of life, all for the love of God, was St. Teresa of child Jesus hailed as the 
doctor of the Church. Truly in the Gospel of Matthew 25: 40 Jesus says, "Truly I tell you whatever you do 
for one of these least brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me."

St. Paul's school, Mala Road, Kota has celebrated it's golden jubilee. There are many a stalwarts 
who have rendered their services to the school. Martyr Ajay Ahuja of the Kargil war heroes being one of 
them. Surely Mr. K. A. Thomas can be numbered among the pantheon of heroes who walked on the 
premises of great St. Paul's School, Mala Road, Kota.

Mr K. A. Thomas is gone sooner than we expected. He had no ego. He demanded nothing for 
himself even in the darkest moments. Like the biblical 'salt of the earth' he was there in every programme 
giving taste and quality. In the words of the psalmist (psalm 51) he had a pure heart and a steadfast spirit 
within him. He has left a legacy of loyalty and service, of honesty and simplicity, of dedication and 
commitment that cannot be easily surpassed. As Jesus said about Nathanel in the Gospel of John 1: 47, 
we could say about K. A. Thomas, "He was a human being worthy of emulation. A true paulite, in whom 
there was no deceit."

Farewell dear friend Thomas. May the Lord grant you eternal bliss, you so richly deserve and say to 
you. "well done good and faithful servant, you have been faithful and trustworthy over a little, (Mt 25:21) 
come, you who are blessed of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you." (Mt 25: 31-46) 

Mr K. A. Thomas truly lived the words of St. Paul the Apostle, the patron saint of the school who 
said, "I have fought the good and worthy and noble fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith (2 
Timothy 11:7) and now the prize awaits me…. the crown of righteousness." (2Timothy 4:8)

Fr Edward Oliveira
Vicar General , Diocese of Jaipur
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AND MEDITATION
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Birthdays
February

thFr. Sobin Martin  SJ        04
thFr. Antony Chelakkatt  SJ        07
thFr. Sebastian Mukalel  SJ        15

th
Fr. Mani Nedumattam  SJ       18

nd
Fr. Akhil Thattapatrambil CST    22
Ordinations
February

thFr. James T.M.    15

Dear Fathers/Sisters/ Laity, 
As you know that in Gyan Deep Bhawan Diocesan 

Pastoral Centre we have a Religious Article stall now. You are 
welcome to come and see and purchase things that are 
required for you, your parish and the families.

We are going to start Lent very soon. Please place your 
order for Easter candles by 6th Feb.

Thanks and God bless you.
Fr Paul D'souza

Pastoral Centre, Jaipur
(M) 7376747006

You can watch the serial Yeshu on the following channels :
The channel no in various distributors 
&TV: Airtel DTH - channel no.119
Tata Sky DTH - channel no.139
Videocon DTH- channel no.104
Dish Tv DTH - channel no.109
Siti cable - channel no.114
Den cable - channel no.104
Also watch it On ZEE5 App

Notifications
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May his soul Rest in Peace.

In Memory of a life so beautifully lived,
A heart so deeply Loved
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