
BISHOP'S SCHEDULE

DATE TIME PROGRAMME

Jan. 2023

01.01.2023  00.00 a.m. Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God

     Holy Mass, Cathedral of the Annunciation, Malviya Nagar

   09.00 a.m. Holy Mass- Sacred Heart Church, Ghat Gate

   07.00 p.m. Christmas Carnival - Get-together

05.01.2023  06.00 p.m. Requiem Mass - Repose of the Soul of Pope Emeritus       

     Benedict XVI Cathedral, Malviya Nagar

08.01.2023  04.30 p.m. Thanksgiving Holy Mass, 125 year, Quasquicentennial

     Jubilee of Holy Family Church, Alwar

14.01.2023  09.00 a.m. Seminar on Desiderio Desideravi, 

     by Bp. Ignatius D'Souza, Pastoral Centre, Jaipur

18.01.2023  06.00 p.m. Christian Unity Octave - Prayer meeting

     St Andrew's Church, Chandpole

22.01.2023  08.30 a.m. Departure to Bengaluru

23rd to 30th   09.00 a.m. 34th Plenary Assembly of C.C.B.I

     St John's National Academy, Bengaluru

31.01.2023  01.00 p.m. Arrival at Jaipur

Mass Timings
St Xavier's Church, Ashok Marg, C-scheme :
Sundays : 8.30 am
  5.00 pm
Weekdays:  6.00 am
Our Lady of the Annunciation Cathedral, 
Malviya Nagar : 
Sundays:  8.00 am
Weekdays:  7.00 am
St Thomas the Apostle Church, 
Manasarovar:
Sundays:  8.00 am
Weekdays:  6.30 am
St John the Baptist Church, Lalarpura:
Sundays:  8.30 am
Weekdays:  6.15 am

Holy Redeemer Church, Jhotwara:
Sundays:  8.30 am
Weekdays:  6.30 am
St Mother Teresa Church, Madrampura
Sundays:  7.00 am
Weekdays:  6.30 am
St John Marie Vianney Church, Bagrana
Sundays:  8.30 am
Weekdays:  7.00 am
ALWAR:
Holy Family Church, Alwar 
Sundays:  8.30 am
Weekdays:  6.45 am
BIKANER:
St Francis Xavier Church, Bikaner:
Sundays:  8.30 am
Weekdays:  6.30 am



Welcoming the New Year 2023, all are 

filled with joy, happiness and excitement. There 

is also a certain amount of apprehension as to 

what is in store for each one of us in the coming 

year. But of course, hope prevails and prayer 

strengthens the positive frame of mind. We do 

see a bright and prosperous year ahead, a year 

filled with blessings of God. In support of this 

thought, the Church places before us none other 

than Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Thus on the first 

day of the year, we celebrate the solemnity of 

Mary, the Mother of God. We praise God for the 

gift of Mary and we honour Mary for being the 

mother of Jesus who is God, and consequently 

Mary is the Mother of God. 

Sometimes back, I came across a lady, 

who shared with me about her life. She said, 

"Father I lost my husband, the father of three 

children, on the very first day of the year. We had 

gone to our parish church and participated in the 

thanksgiving holy hour followed by the mid 

night Mass. We prayed for a bright year filled 

with blessings. On our way back home, we met 

with a terrible accident and my husband died on 

the spot. A young driver in a drunken state 

caused this accident, a head on collision. I was 

just forty two years old, leading a happy married 

life. My husband was the only bread-winner. 

Then I was left with three small children. To get 

a decent Job was practically impossible as I had 

no professional qualification. My husband's 

sudden death came as a 

big blow. I did not know 

where to go and what to 

do. During this crisis there was only one person 

to whom I could turn to. I remember that night, 

after the funeral of my dear husband, standing 

under the crucifix with my children with tears in 

my eyes, I begged the Lord to be with me. I 

asked Mother Mary to intercede for me. Since 

then I have experienced the presence of the Lord 

in my life in a way I had never experienced 

before. At every difficult moment, I found him at 

my side. I found a small Job and surprisingly 

many people came forward to help me. Today 

my children are well educated and doing well. I 

can joyfully say all this is because of the 

presence of God in my life."

At the dawn of the new year, it is but 

natural that we seek the blessings of God. As far 

as possible, all try to participate in the 

thanksgiving service and holy Mass. We recall 

to mind the blessings received during the year 

and express our gratitude to God. We further 

express our basic needs and seek God's blessing 

asking him to be with us throughout the year. 

The passage from the book of Numbers 6: 22-27 

shows us how to receive God's blessing and 

experience him in our life. God promised Moses 

that he will bless all those who observe his 

commandments. His face will shine on them, 

which means God will be close to them, he will 

Bishop's Message
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be their friend and grant all their favours. 

Through Moses God instructs Aaron to teach 

him the prayer of blessing. He also teaches to 

live this prayer every day. Through this prayer, 

the Israelites are reminded of the blessings they 

have been receiving and that they ought to live as 

well as  be a blessing to others. Becoming a 

blessing is not just in words but by a life rooted 

in Jesus. 

Celebrating the solemnity of Mary, the 

Mother of God, we see in concrete terms the 

blessings of God in the person of Mary, who was 

chosen to be the mother of Jesus who is not only 

human but also divine. In his eternal plan God 

preserved Mary from the original sin and all the 

stains of sin, "Immaculate Conception". Mary 

cooperated with the grace of God and fighting 

against all the temptation, she remained pure 

without committing any sin. Angel Gabriel 

greeted her saying, "Hail Mary, full of Grace" 

which means Mary received the fullness of 

God's blessings. Her response to these blessings 

was "be it done to me according to thy word". At 

that moment the face of God shone upon her and 

the love of the Holy Spirit dwelt within her. And 

she was conceived Jesus, the Son of God, the 

Messiah. What an amazing grace, what an 

unimaginable blessing. Mary herself confirms 

this in her song of praise, when she says, "He 

who is mighty has done great things for me". 

Mary shows us through her very life 

how to experience God's blessings and how to 

find God in our life. Mary was a woman who had 

tremendous trust in God. St Pope John Paul II 

described her as "a woman of faith". In her own 

life, she experienced problems, tensions, crisis, 

pain and suffering. But she always trusted in the 
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Reverend Brother 

Oswald Lewis

Bishop of Jaipur

 We warmly congratulate you on the Golden Jubilee 

celebration of the ordination to priesthood, whose ministry 

you have carried out diligently and energetically both to the 

faithful and clergy of Meerut and Jaipur. All the best wishes 

through the intercession of Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint 

Joseph, her spouse and custodian of the redeemer, we 

extend pious blessing to you, your relatives and to the 

faithful, expounding at the same time prayers for our 

important apostolic office.

Given at Rome, 5 December, 2022
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religious men and women, different commission 
heads in the diocese along with their 
r ep re sen t a t i ve s ,  s emina r i ans ,  you th , 
Ecumenical etc., gathered representing all 
categories of the faithful. After the opening 
prayer the Bible reading and welcoming of the 
participants, the Bishop gave the introductory 
talk in which he explained chapter I and II of the 
DCS: The third chapter was explained to the 
participants by the four resource persons 
appointed by the Bishop. After this presentation 
the participants were divided into groups to 
read, reflect and discern the matter contained in 
the chapter III. Thereupon the participants came 
together to share the reports of their discussion 
and discernment. The meeting was very fruitful.

The Continental Phase of the Synod in the 
Diocese of Jaipur was taken very seriously. As 
soon as we received the circular on 10" 
November regarding the second phase of the 
Synod the Bishop called the Synodal team 
members for a meeting at which we planned for 
a meeting of the Synod. Bishop then sent a 
notice / circular to the priests, religious and laity 
regarding the Continental Phase of the Synod. 
Booklets of the working document for the 
"Continental Stage' were given to all to read and 
reflect upon.

The date for the second phase of the Synod 
meeting was fixed for Tuesday, 13th December 
2022. Accordingly on the fixed date the Synod 
Meeting was held from 4.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 
wherein representatives from the priests, 

Synod for a Synodal Church - The Continental Phase
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News of the Month

What is it?

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 

an annual ecumenical celebration. Christians 

around the world are invited to pray for the unity 

of all Christians, to reflect on scripture together, 

to participate in jointly-organized ecumenical 

services, and to share fellowship.

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 

traditionally held every year between January 

18th (the Feast of the Confession of Saint Peter) 

and January 25th (the Feast of the Conversion of 

Saint Paul). 

In the Gospel of John, Christ prays for his 

disciples before going to the cross. He asks that 

his followers "may all be one," as he and the 

Father are one, "so that the world may believe" 

and have life in his name (John 17). Christian 

unity is here made central to the very being of the 

church and to its mission and witness.

Today, we live with divisions even as we 

yearn for the unity promised and commissioned 

by Christ. The long and often painful history of 

Christianity has sundered our churches for 

theological, liturgical, and political reasons. 

Many Christians now strive to heal these 

divisions, yet honour our diversity, through 

ecumenical dialogue, common action, and 

relationship-building. They also come together 

to pray for unity, joining Christ in his prayer to 

the Father.

The worldwide celebration of the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity is both the seed and 

and the fruit of this striving for 'unity in 

diversity'. This time of shared prayer, reflection, 

and fellowship invites Christians of different 

traditions to deepen our relationships and to live 

and witness together throughout the year.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity



Silver Jubilee Celebration of St. Mary's Convent Sr. Sec. School, Dausa
On Saturday 10th, December 2022, St. 

Mary's Convent Sr.Sec. School, Dausa 
Celebrated the Silver Jubilee of the school. The 
theme of the ceremony was 'Silver Memories, 
Golden Dreams'.

 We had a Thanksgiving Holy Mass 
solemnized by His Excellency Rt. Rev. Oswald 
Lewis, the Bishop of Jaipur, Rt. Rev. Ignatius 
Menezes Bishop Emeritus of Ajmer, along with 
a few concelebrating Priests, and attended by 
religious sisters from different communities, 
t eachers  f rom St .  Mary ' s  school  and 
parishioners. The melodious hymns sung by the 
sisters under the guidance of Rev. Sr. Victoria 
FSLG, helped everyone raise their voice to God 
in prayer. His Excellency, during his homely 
emphasized the importance of living in Christ. 
He further said that root of the congregation's 
charisma which our founder Archbishop Joseph 
Bartholomew Evangelistic, had should not be 
neglected.

In the evening at 4 o'clock the school had a 
happy moment as the students staged a colorful 

program. The entire program was around the 
vision and mission of FSLG.

The school band displayed and welcomed 
the Chief Guest and the Guests of Honor. The 
program was graced by Rt. Rev. Ignatius 
Menezes Bishop of Ajmer and Rt. Rev. Oswald 
J. Lewis of Jaipur Diocese. 

The Chief Guest for the program was D.M 
of Dausa Shri Qummer-UL-Zaman Chaudhary, 
and other esteemed guests were Superintendent 
of Police, Dausa Shri Sanjeev Nain, Rev. Sr. 
Rajni FSLG. Assistant Superior General and 
other dignitaries. The Chief Guest appreciated 
and stressed on the necessity for all the parents, 
students, and the school to come together and 
live in harmony. The Principal Rev. Sr. 
Rosemine placed the report and achievements of 
the school and the Manager Rev. Sr. Smitha 
proposed the vote of thanks.

The fathers, sisters, teachers, parents and 
well wishers congratulated the SMCS family for 
the colorful program.  The program concluded 
with refreshments for all.

vicar general of the diocese was the Guest of 
Honor. The seminarians with the help of the 
seminary fathers put up a colorful stage 
pregame. The cultural evening began with a 
prayer dance, and lighting of the lamp which 
was followed by welcome speech by Rev. Fr. 
Siby Mathew and a group song by students.  An 
English play titled the Encounter was staged. 
The brothers also performed an enthralling 
fusion dance, which added beauty to the cultural 
evening. In his speech, Most Rev. Oswald J. 
Lewis shared some insights on the play. Bishop 
also said that the seminary day brings out the 
God given talents and abilities of the 
seminarians; he said that this is also an 
opportunity for them to develop their self 
confidence. He appreciated the staff and 
students for their remarkable hard work and 

 It was a joyful day for the Maria Sadan 
family on 08th December when we celebrated 
the feast of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Patroness of our 
seminary. The day began with a solemn 
Eucharistic celebration Presided over by Most. 
Rev. Oswald J Lewis and Concelebrated by Fr. 
Siby Mathew, Fr. Vishal Madtha, Fr Bhupender 
and Fr. Jose Anickatt. Bro Jeswin in his welcome 
address highlighted the importance of the day.  
Bishop in his homily urged the students to 
follow the footsteps of Mary Our mother and 
focus on their vocation, strengthen their spiritual 
life and be rooted in Christ. 

The evening was enhanced with a 
beautiful cultural programme. Most Rev. 
Oswald J. Lewis, the Bishop of Jaipur, was the 
Chief Guest and Rev. Fr. Edward Oliveira the 

Maria Sadan Seminary Day
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dedication. Fr. Edward also shared some of his 
experiences as a seminarian and also urged the 
staff to pay more attention to the spiritual 
formation of the students besides other the 
aspects.

Bro. Albin Varghese proposed the vote of 
thanks. In his words of gratitude, he specially 
thanked Bishop Oswald J. Lewis for his fatherly 

care and guidance. He expressed his gratitude to 
Rev. Fr. Edward Oliveira, for accepting our 
request to be the Guest of Honor. He also 
expressed his sentiments of gratitude to all our 
benefactors for their support and help. The 
colourful evening came to an end with a 
delicious dinner.

Charistmatic Prayer Group, Malayalam Convention 2022
Charismatic Prayer Group organized a 

Gethsemane Malayalam Convention at Our 
Lady of Annunciation Church, Malviya Nagar 
from 02nd to 04th December, 2022 lead by Fr 
Emmanual SJ (Holy Home Ministry) and  team.

O n  0 2 n d  D e c e m b e r,  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e 
convention began with the Rosary conducted by 
Malviya Nagar Parish, followed by the Holy 
Eucharist by Fr. Siby Matthew who was 
accompanied by Fr. Bhupendra Singh and Fr. 
Saby Varghese (Malankara Parish Priest). After 
the Holy Mass, Mr James KK welcomed Fr. 
Emmanual SJ and his team with a bouquet. The 
retreat started with Praise and Worship + Talk by 
Fr. Emmanual SJ on the topic "HOLY SPIRIT" 
and Br. Shiju on the topic "FAMILY",

Adoration by Fr. Areesh Stephen. First 
day ended at 9:30 pm. Dinner was provided to 
all. Around 125+ peoples attended the retreat on 
the first day.

On Saturday, the convention began with 
the Rosary at 5:00 pm conducted by CMC 
Sisters. This was followed by the Holy Eucharist 
by Fr Jijo Varghese, Fr. Emmanual SJ and Fr. 
Areesh Stephen. After that we had the Praise and 
Worship and talk by Br. Joshi Matthew on the 

Topic "SIN" and Br. Shiju on the topic 
"FAMILY". Adoration was by Fr. Emmanuel SJ 
and team. Confessions were arranged for all 
present. The second day ended by 9:30 pm. 
Dinner was provided to all. Around 150+ 
peoples attended the retreat on the second day.

On Sunday, the convention began with 
the Rosary at 9:00 am conducted by Lalarpura 
Parish. Praise and Worship and talk by Br. Jenny 
and Br. Shiju. Breakfast was at 11:15 am and 
after that there was a talk. The Holy Eucharist by 
Fr Emmanual Sj and Fr Areesh Stephen was at 
12:30 pm. After Lunch there was Praise and 
Worship, then a talk by Fr. Emmanual SJ. 
Adoration by Fr. Emmanuel SJ and team. 
Thanksgiving Mass was by Fr. Thomas 
Maniparambil. Around 250+ peoples attended 
the retreat on the third day.

Mr. Sabu Philip thanked everyone, 
specially the Malviya Nagar Parish committee 
members  for  helping and making the 
Convention a success.

Mr. Joseph J
Director,

Charismatic Movement Group

Christmas Greetings and New Year wishes 
from St. Xaviers church Behror. We are happy to 
link with you all after a long time. God Almighty 
gives us another opportunity to take his good 
news to his people through our ministry.

St. Paul says,`` Happy are the feet that 
carry the good news to the people'' St. Xavier's 

church Behror took initiatives to proclaim the 
good news of Jesus through different activities 
for the parishioners. A Bible quiz was conducted 
for all the parishioners (from the four gospels),  
the winners will receive their prize in the New 
Year. A writing competition was conducted from 
the lives of Saints Thomas the Apostle and 

St. Xavier's Church, Behror
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Ignatius of Loyola for the youth.
 On 20th Nov. under the guidance of Fr. 

Jose Kuriakose the Parish Priest ,  the 
parishioners went for a pilgrimage to Sardhana, 
Meerut. The parishioners participated in the 
Holy Eucharist celebrated by Fr. Jose and all of 
us invoked the blessings of Our Lady of Grace. It 
was a grace filled day for each one of us.

Our parish day was celebrated on 4th Dec. 
The liturgy was prepared meaningfully, the day 
was full of joy and all of us exchanged our 
happiness with one another.

The best way to spread Christmas cheer is 
by singing loud for all to hear. Yes it was indeed a 
wonderful time as we had Carol singing for four 
days. The children from other religions also 
joined us. We spread the Christmas message to 
all the neighboring people. The people showed 
interest and were seeking God's blessings. We 
felt the presence of Jesus and we experienced 
peace and joy within ourselves.

Once again we wish you all A Bright New 
Year 2023. Let God give us good health to carry 
His mission faithfully wherever we are.

brotherhood in the society. He further stated that 
the life and Nobel teachings of Jesus Christ were 
far more relevant today as they placed utmost 
emphasis on service, kindness and humanity. 

Bishop Swami Ji extended love and 
gratitude in the form of special Christmas gifts 
to the Honorable Governor. His Excellency 
gifted Christmas cakes to the Christian 
delegates. 

 The Diocese of Jaipur would like to 
extend gratitude and thanks to his Excellency, 
Honorable Governor of Rajasthan, Sri Kalraj 
Mishra ji for inviting us. Let this Christmas be 
the beginning of a peaceful era. We extend our 
co operation and support to all in spreading 
peace and joy.

Neelam Chopra

The Honorable Governor, His Excellency 
Shri Kalraj Mishra ji invited Most Rev. Bishop 
Oswald J Lewis and his team of Christian 
leaders to Raj Bhawan on Christmas Eve. After a 
gap of long years, Raj Bhawan opened the gates 
for the Christian leaders. A warm and cordial 
welcome was accorded by the Honorable 
Governor. Bishop Swami ji gave a beautiful 
message of love and peace and the true meaning 
of Christmas. He urged all to reach out to 
humanity by sharing love and happiness with 
each other. 

 The Honorable Governor, in his 
message, urged the Christian community to 
follow the life and principles of Jesus Christ to 
build a just and inclusive society. He hoped that 
the festival would help in strengthening bonds of 

Christmas Invitation from Raj Bhavan

5th to 7th December 2022. Youth from different 
dioceses of Agra Region participated in this. 
From Jaipur diocese we were five participants 
namely Fr. Jackson Rodrigues, Shiju Mathew, 
Nehal Jacob, Edwin Paul and Richard Collin. 
The first two days sessions were given by Mr 
Shibu Devasia, the sessions were about 
leadership qualities and skills.  The resource 
person divided the sessions in three major parts 

The Training of Trainer (TOT) is 
basically a Youth Camp for all the office bearers 
who are working for their diocese/ parishes. The 
TOT camp focused on the following-
1. Leadership qualities. 
2. Team building 
3. How to be a polite leader. 

 This year TOT Camp was held at Our 
Lady of Graces Basilica, Sardhana, Meerut from 

Youth Leaders Training Program
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the students stole the show. The eminent guests 

of honour who graced the stage were 

Honourable Mayor, Maam Munesh Gurjar ji, 

Mr. Sandeep Chauhan IPS, Mrs. Archana 

Sharma, Minister for social welfare. The 

beautiful exhibition put up by Rev. Fr. Victor Raj 

left the spectators spellbound. There were fancy 

clowns who had their own antics and danced to 

entertain the crowds at the Carnival. They wore 

baggy clothes with big red noses, open hair, big 

shoes and white faces. Various quizzes were 

conducted and winners were awarded. In his 

closing message and final blessing the Bishop 

urged all to spread love, joy and peace of 

Christmas. He also congratulated Fr. Thomas 

and the committee members for its great 

success. The celebrations came to a happy close 

with a prayer of thanks to God.

Ms. Neelam Chopra

The joyous festive season began and 

Jaipurites soaked in the spirit of Christmas at the 

'Christmas Carnival' held at St. Anselm's Pink 

city school on Christmas Day. The most awaited 

Christmas Carnival was inaugurated by Most 

Rev. Bishop Oswald J Lewis by releasing of the 

balloons. The Welcome message was given by 

the Chief Organizer,  Rev. Fr.  Thomas 

Maniparambil. To cherish and to celebrate the 

festive glory of the festival, all came together to 

make it a mega event of the city. The fun game 

stalls put up by enterprising vendors engaged the 

audience. It was a splendid show which 

resonated the unity of the lay people and joy of 

collaboration with the diocese. The Carnival 

witnessed more than 10 thousand people in 

attendance.  The stage had more than 500 

students performing skits, dances and carols. 

The breath taking performances presented by 

Christmas Carnival : Celebrating the Magic of Christmas

as our Saviour.
Ja ipur  Cathol ic  Welfare  Socie ty 

conducted Carol singing from 10 Dec to 15 Dec 
2022. The team visited selected houses of 
Christians and non-Christians in Malviya 
Nagar, Jhotwara, Sodala, and Heerapura area. 
Family members welcomed the JCWS carol 
team with great enthusiasm.

Jisha Philip 
JCWS

To make the Advent season more 
meaningful the JCWS team took a step towards 
visiting family wherein we visited the elderly , 
sick , non-Christians and youth and proclaimed 
the Birth of Jesus. 

The Advent season is a four week period 
before Christmas that celebrates the anticipation 
and coming of Jesus Christ, the Messiah. This 
preparation at advent helps us to celebrate the 
new life we receive when we accept Jesus Christ 

Jaipur Catholic Welfare Society News

i.e, Past Present and Future and he explained 
each very well. In this programme we also had 
our council meeting. Most Rev. Bp Oswald 
Lewis, the Chairman of the Agra Youth Region 
was present. All the dioceses presented their 
youth activity report. The upcoming events were 

also discussed. At the end of the camp the 
participants were felicitated with a small token 
of love.

Shiju Mathew
Youth representative,

Jasipur
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