
BISHOP'S SCHEDULE

DATE TIME PROGRAMME

Feb. 2023

HOLY FATHER'S INTENTION

FOR PARISHES 
We pray that parishes, placing communion at the centre, may 

increasingly become communities of faith, fraternity and 

welcome towards those most in need.

02.02.23  07.00 a.m.  Presentation of the Lord. Holy Mass, Sacred Heart Church, Ghat Gate

02.02.23  12.30 p.m.  Inauguration of the Basket ball Court, St. Anselm's School, Makrana

03.02.23  10.00 a.m.  Thanksgiving Holy Mass, Silver Jubilee of St. Anselm's School Nagaur.
   05.00 p.m.  Cultural Program - Silver Jubilee

05.02.23  12.00 noon  Visit of Sr. Stella, Provincial of P.H.J.C.

08.02.23  04.30 p.m.  A meeting of the Diocesan Finance Committee, Bishop's House

10.02.23  05.00 p.m.  Annual Cultural Program, St. Anselm School, Sawai Madhopur

12.02.23 04.00 p.m.  A meeting of the Diocesan Directors of all Commissions, Bishop's House.

14.02.23  04.30 p.m.  A meeting of the Diocesan Consulters, Bishop's House

17.02.23  06.00 p.m.  Society of the Catholic Educational Institutes in Rajasthan - Executive 
Body Meeting, Pastoral Centre, Ajmer

.
18.02.23  09.00 a.m.  Annual General Body Meeting S.C.E.I.R, Pastoral Centre, Ajmer.
   05.30 p.m.  Jaipur Pastors Fellowship, Emmanuel School, Jhotwara.

19.02.23  09.30 a.m.  Holy Mass - Friends of Jesus, Pastoral Centre, Jaipur.

22.02.23  06.00 p.m.  ASH WEDNESDAY - Holy Mass, Cathedral, Malviya nagar  
  
25.02.23  02.00 p.m.  Departure to Bikaner

26.02.23  10.00 a.m.  Silver Jubilee, Cultural Program, St. Theresa's Kindergarten School, 
Bikaner.

27.02.23  07.00 a.m.  Thanksgiving Holy Mass, Silver Jubilee, S.D Convent, Bikaner.



 Health consciousness is one of the 
blessings of our times. Our family members in 
the past had never been so conscious of their 
health, as we are today. From elderly to infants, 
rich and poor, literate and illiterate, all keep 
discussing about their health conditions and 
advising one another what needs to be done and 
what needs to be shunned. On the media we 
come across, doctors and experts advising 
people about the necessity of daily exercise, 
yoga, controlling calories and keeping up the 
diet. They teach us how to care for our hearts, 
spinal cord, joints, eyes, and stomach. 
"Prevention is better than cure" adage 
advises us how to avoid or attend to heart 
attacks, cancer, and blood pressure. Under 
these crucial situations we celebrate the XXXI 
World Day of the Sick on February 11, 2023. 
Pope Francis has sent his message as in the past, 
for this occasion with the theme "Take care of 
him" the Holy Father speaks to us of our 
responsibility to take care of the sick in need.
 The Healing Ministry of Jesus is 
witnessed abundantly in all four Gospels. St. 
Mark's Gospel is in a sense the Gospel of the 
miracles of Christ. In the very first Chapter, the 
first miracle is the first account of exorcism, of 
healing a person from the clutches of devils, 
followed by a short account of Jesus healing 
Peter's mother-in-law. When we call Jesus our 
Lord, our God, our King, we refer to many 
things about Him. But what comes powerfully 
into our minds is his healing power. So we 
address him as mighty Healer. Jesus revealed 
His healing power during his public life by 
healing - the sick, the crippled, the blind - but 
many more differently able and spiritual 

heal ings  took place: 
people in the grip of evil, 
serving the devil, were 
healed. Sinners were freed and became the most 
loyal followers of Jesus. "Now when it was 
evening, and the sun had set, they brought to him 
all who were ill and who were possessed." And 
the whole town had gathered together at the 
door, and he cured many who were afflicted with 
various diseases, and cast out many devils; and 
he did not permit them to speak, because they 
knew him" (Mk 1:32-34)
 "Actions speak louder than words." 
Jesus, who was always completely honest and 
genuine, spoke through his actions as clearly 
as his words. His deeds, healing in particular, 
were signs of the reality, the mystery inside. And 
He left signs, visible things, actions that 
continued his presence. Jesus very clearly tells 
us in the Gospel to have concern for our fellow 
human being. He sees a vast crowd and he pities 
them, "for they were like sheep without a 
shepherd." Moved by compassion he feeds 
them. Concern for the well being of others, 
compelled with compassion is the primary value 
seen in the life of Jesus. "A leper came to him, 
entreating him, and kneeling down he said, if 
you will, you can make me clean. And Jesus 
having compassion on him, stretched forth his 
hand and touched him, I will, be thou made 
clean. " 
 St. Mark in his Gospel Ch 6: 7-13 
indicates that a response is needed on the part 
of the person who wants healing. First and 
foremost the sick person or his relatives or the 
community must have faith in Jesus that He can 
heal him. The leper said, "if you will, you can 
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make me clean."(Mk 1:40) "If I touch but his 
cloak, I shall be saved" (Mk: 28) "My daughter 
is at the point of death; come, lay your hands 
upon her, that she may be saved and live." (Mk: 
23). In his teachings Jesus laid emphasis of the 
need of forgiving love in our lives in order to be 
healed. It means, if you want to be healthy, 
happy, be healed and be free, you must 
forgive everyone from the bottom of your 
heart. So we need to have an honest look of 
ourselves. Do I love others as Jesus taught? Do I 
forgive those who do or cause harm to me? Do I 
store up hatred, resentment, envy? We need to be 
humble and simple, accepting the will of God for 
us. Healing can happen due to the faith of others 
too, like in the case of the mother pleading for 
her daughter (Mk 7:25.) A father, Jairus 
requesting Jesus for his daughter (Mk 5:21.) The 
centurion's plea for his servant (Mt 8:5-13). 
Healing is possible when the community or 
family express their faith such as in the event at 
Capernaum where the villagers brought a 
paralytic for healing (Lk 5 : 17-26).
 "Take care of him," the Holy Father in 
his message for the XXXI World Day of the 
Sick, impresses us that the sick people look 
for assistance, love and care. Just as we fall 
sick at any time, may be when we are at home or 
may be when away, possibly on a journey, others 
also become sick at various instances. Pope 
Francis invites us "to walk together according to 
the style of God, which is closeness, compassion 
and tenderness. Citing the parable of the Good 
Samaritan he admonishes us to have a concern 
for others, to take care of those who are in dire 
need. It is important to recognise the condition 
of loneliness, helplessness, and abandonment of 
those who are sick and elderly." "The World Day 
of the Sick calls for prayer and closeness 
towards those who suffer." As the Samaritan 
asks the innkeeper to take care of the wounded 
traveller, Jesus addresses each one of us to take 
of the sick (Kindly read Pope's Message printed 
on page 9)



Feb. 2023



closed world to "envisaging and engendering an 
open world" (cf. No. 56). There is a profound 
link between this parable of Jesus and the many 
ways in which fraternity is denied in today's 
world. In particular, the fact that the man, beaten 
and robbed, is abandoned on the side of the road 
represents the condition in which all too many of 
our brothers and sisters are left at a time when 
they most need help. It is no longer easy to 
distinguish the assaults on human life and 
dignity that arise from natural causes from those 
caused by injustice and violence. In fact, 
increasing levels of inequality and the prevailing 
interests of the few now affect every human 
environment to the extent that it is difficult to 
consider any experience as having solely 
"natural" causes. All suffering takes place in the 
context of a "culture" and its various 
contradictions.

Here it is especially important to 
recognize the condition of loneliness and 
abandonment. This kind of cruelty can be 
overcome more easily than any other injustice, 
because - as the parable tells us - it only takes a 
moment of our attention, of being moved to 
compassion within us, in order to eliminate it. 
Two travellers, considered pious and religious, 
see the wounded man, yet fail to stop. The third 
passer-by, however, a Samaritan, a scorned 
foreigner, is moved with compassion and takes 
care of that stranger on the road, treating him as a 
brother. In doing so, without even thinking about 
it, he makes a difference, he makes the world 
more fraternal.

Brothers and sisters, we are rarely 
prepared for illness. Oftentimes, we fail even to 
admit  that  we are  get t ing older.  Our 
vulnerability frightens us and the pervasive 
culture of efficiency pushes us to sweep it under 
the carpet, leaving no room for our human 
frailty. In this way, when evil bursts onto the 
scene and wounds us, we are left stunned. 

Dear brothers and sisters !
 Illness is part of our human condition. 
Yet, if illness is experienced in isolation and 
abandonment, unaccompanied by care and 
compassion, it can become inhumane.

When we go on a journey with others, it is 
not unusual for someone to feel sick, to have to 
stop because of fatigue or of some mishap along 
the way. It is precisely in such moments that we 
see how we are walking together: whether we 
are truly companions on the journey, or merely 
individuals on the same path, looking after our 
own interests and leaving others to "make do". 
For this reason, on the thirty-first World Day of 
the Sick, as the whole Church journeys along the 
synodal path, I invite all of us to reflect on the 
fact that it is especially through the experience 
of vulnerability and illness that we can learn to 
walk together according to the style of God, 
which is closeness, compassion, and tenderness.

In the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel, the 
Lord speaks these words that represent one of 
the high points of God's Revelation: "I myself 
will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will 
make them lie down, says the Lord God.. I will 
seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, 
and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak […] I will feed them with 
justice" (34:15-16).

Experiences of bewilderment, sickness, 
and weakness are part of the human journey. Far 
from excluding us from God's people, they bring 
us to the centre of the Lord's attention, for he is 
our Father and does not want to lose even one of 
his children along the way. Let us learn from 
him, then, how to be a community that truly 
walks together, capable of resisting the 
throwaway culture.

 The Encyclical Fratelli Tutti encourages 
us to read anew the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, which I chose in order to illustrate 
how we can move from the "dark clouds" of a 

Message of his Holiness Pope Francis 
XXXI World Day of the Sick

11 February 2023
"Take care of him"

Compassion as a synodal exercise of healing
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family members and volunteers, through whom 
good stands up in the face of evil every day, in 
every part of the world.

These past years of the pandemic have 
increased our sense of gratitude for those who 
work each day in the fields of healthcare and 
research. Yet it is not enough to emerge from 
such an immense collective tragedy simply by 
honoring heroes. Covid-19 has strained the great 
networks of expertise and solidarity, and has 
exposed the structural limits of existing public 
welfare systems. Gratitude, then, needs to be 
matched by actively seeking, in every country, 
strategies and resources in order to guarantee 
each person's fundamental right to basic and 
decent healthcare.

The Samaritan calls the innkeeper to "take 
care of him" (Lk 10:35). Jesus addresses the 
same call to each of us. He exhorts us to "go and 
do likewise" (Lk 10:37). As I noted in Fratelli 
Tutti, "The parable shows us how a community 
can be rebuilt by men and women who identify 
with the vulnerability of others, who reject the 
creation of a society of exclusion, and act instead 
as neighbours, lifting up and rehabilitating the 
fallen for the sake of the common good" (No. 
67). Indeed, "we were created for a fulfillment 
that can only be found in love. We cannot be 
indifferent to suffering" (No. 68).

On 11 February 2023, let us turn our 
thoughts to the Shrine of Lourdes, a prophetic 
lesson entrusted to the Church for our modern 
times. It is not only what functions well or those 
who are productive that matter. Sick people, in 
fact, are at the centre of God's people, and the 
Church advances together with them as a sign of 
a humanity in which everyone is precious and no 
one should be discarded or left behind.

To the intercession of Mary, Health of the 
Sick, I entrust all of you who are ill; you who 
care for them in your families, or through your 
work, research and volunteer service; and those 
of you who are committed to weaving personal, 
ecclesial, and civic bonds of fraternity. To all, I 
impart my heartfelt blessing.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 10 January 
2023

FRANCIS

Moreover, others might abandon us at such 
times. Or, in our own moments of weakness, we 
may feel that we should abandon others in order 
to avoid becoming a burden. This is how 
loneliness sets in, and we can become poisoned 
by a bitter sense of injustice, as if God himself 
had abandoned us. Indeed, we may find it hard to 
remain at peace with the Lord when our 
relationship with others and with ourselves is 
damaged. It is crucial, then, even in the midst of 
illness, that the whole Church measure herself 
against the Gospel example of the Good 
Samaritan, in order that she may become a true 
"field hospital", for her mission is manifested in 
acts of care, particularly in the historical 
circumstances of our time. We are all fragile and 
vulnerable, and need that compassion which 
knows how to pause, approach, heal, and raise 
up. Thus, the plight of the sick is a call that cuts 
through indifference and slows the pace of those 
who go on their way as if they had no sisters and 
brothers.

The World Day of the Sick calls for prayer 
and closeness towards those who suffer. Yet it 
also aims to raise the awareness of God's people, 
healthcare institutions and civil society with 
regard to a new way of moving forward together. 
The above-quoted prophecy of Ezekiel judges 
harshly the priorities of those who wield 
economic, cultural, and political power over 
others: "You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves 
with the wool, you slaughter the fatlings; but you 
do not feed the sheep. You have not strengthened 
the weak, you have not healed the sick, you have 
not bound up the injured, you have not brought 
back the strayed, you have not sought the lost, 
but with force and harshness you have ruled 
them" (34:3-4). God's word is always 
illuminating and timely; not only in what it 
denounces, but also in what it proposes. Indeed, 
the conclusion of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan suggests how the exercise of 
fraternity, which began as a face-to-face 
encounter, can be expanded into organized care. 
The elements of the inn, the innkeeper, the 
money and the promise to remain informed of 
the situation (cf. Lk 10:34-35) all point to the 
commitment of healthcare and social workers, 
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senior choir members participated in Combined 

Carols at All Saints Church. 

Dec 27 - An inter-religious Christmas 

celebration SNEH MILAN was organized by 

Dialogue and Ecumenism Commission at the 

premises of St. Xavier's School, under the 

leadership of Rev. Fr. K P George, Director. 

Madam Munesh Gurjar, Mayor, Heritage Jaipur 

was the Chief Guest on the occasion. The event 

was graced by Most Rev. Oswald J Lewis; 

Bishop of Jaipur along with many religious 

representatives. It emphasized the need of peace 

and religious harmony. 

Dec 30 - Feast of Holy Family was 

celebrated in the parish. 

Dec 31 - O, give thanks unto the Lord, call 

upon his name: make known his deeds among 

the people. Sing unto Him, sing psalms unto 

Him: speak of all his wondrous works" (Psalm 

105:1-2).The faithful got together as a family to 

thank God for His abundant blessings in the year 

2022. We look towards the New Year 2023 with 

great expectations and hope. We choose to move 

forward and leave the past behind us .Nothing is 

impossible with God. With this faith , we wish 

all ,a very happy and prosperous New Year .

Neelam Chopra 

St. Xavier's Parish

Dec 4 - The Feast of St. Francis Xavier on 

December 3 commemorates and honors the 

commitment and service that St. Francis Xavier 

showed through his Christian missionary 

activity. The parish celebrated the feast on 4th 

December. A symbolic procession was held with 

placing and garlanding of the portrait. A 

meaningful video on the life and values of St. 

Francis was shown, intercessory prayers were 

offered, and refreshments were served after 

Mass. 

Dec 10 - We sing Christmas carols 

because they are a way of telling the story of the 

nativity and the birth of Jesus Christ. As well as 

explaining what happened around Jesus's birth, 

the songs enable us to encapsulate and express 

the joy, devotion and awe-inspiring scenes of the 

nativity.  The vibrant youth and a few 

parishioners under the guidance of the Carols 

General Managers successfully conducted 

house to house Carol singing. 

Dec 18 - St. Xavier's Church extended it's 

whole hearted cooperation in organizing the 

Combined Christmas Rally. The parish faithful 

participated in large numbers. A float was 

beautifully decorated with the parish children 

depicting live nativity scene.

Dec 21 - The parish youth along with 

News from St. Xavier's Parish

Feb. 2023
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occasion in mind.
After Mass, a beautiful video compiled by 

Rev. Fr. Victor Raj on the life of Pope Benedict 
was presented.  Floral tributes were then offered 
to the picture of Pope Benedict which had been 
placed at the foot of the altar while the choir 
solemnly sang "Abide with Me."  It was 
heartening to see our dear Bishop join the choir 
in singing the final hymns.   Indeed it was a most 
befitting memorial service for our dear Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI.  

We pray for the soul of Pope Emeritus 
Benedict that he enjoys the happiness and bliss 
of the Heavenly Hosts and also seek his 
intercession for the Universal Church and world 
peace.

Serah Fernandes

A solemn requiem Mass for the soul of 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI was held at the 
Cathedral on 5th January 2023.  Bishop Oswald 
Lewis was the main celebrant.  A number of 
priests from different parishes of Jaipur were 
also present.  

In his homily Bishop spoke about the life 
of Pope Benedict, his contribution to the 
Universal Church, his various Encyclicals, 
books, articles and also the various challenges 
he had to face during his papacy.    Bishop 
mentioned that Pope Benedict's announcement 
regarding his retirement came as a surprise to the 
world.  While he was seldom seen in public and 
was not involved in the day to day activities of 
the Church,  he continued to play a role in the life 
of the Church.

The singing all through Mass was mellow 
and hymns were specially chosen keeping the 

Requiem Mass for Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI at Malviya Nagar

prayer dance and then the Assistant Parish Priest 

Fr. Jackson welcomed the august gathering.The 

Parish Priest Fr. Reneesh felicitated and 

congratulated Bishop on his 50th Sacerdotal 

Priestly Ordination. The Parishioners of Holy 

Family Church felicitated all former Parish 

Priests, Assistant Parish Priests and Sisters who 

had worked, prayed and stood as spiritual pillars 

here in these125 years of joyous journey.  

During the programme the parishioners 

presented a play, solo dance and a group song. 

Alwar Church history and glimpses of old 

memories were presented through a video 

presentation. The cultural program was 

concluded with a fellowship meal.

Mrs. Marium Augustian 

Holy Family Church, Alwar celebrated its 

Quasquicentennial Jubilee on 8th January 2023 

wi th  g rea t  zea l  and  exc i tement .  The 

Thanksgiving Holy Eucharist was offered by 

Most Rev Bishop Oswald Lewis along with all 

former Parish Priests and other Priests of the 

diocese who had tirelessly worked and nurtured 

the Parish. The tiny tots of the Parish welcomed 

Bishop and all the Priests and led them towards 

the altar with their entrance dance. The Bishop 

in his message appealed to the Parishioners to 

celebrate the Jubilee with a heart of repentance, 

forgiveness and love for one another.

After the Mass a short cultural and 

felicitation programme was organized in the 

school auditorium. The cultural eve began with a 

Quasquicentennial Jubilee - 
'Celebration of Holy Family Church, Alwar
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After the games, Prizes were given to all 

the winners. The prizes were sponsored by 

Sisters of Sophia School. We thank the Sisters 

for sponsoring the prizes .

All the parishioners gathered for a group 

picture which made the day a very memorable 

one. At the end Mrs. Sonali Paul Massey have a 

thank you speech and expressed gratitude to the 

Parish Priest Fr. Jijo for organising this family 

day and supporting us in all possible ways and 

bringing everyone together as one family,  to the 

Sophia sisters for being there as a strong pillar 

for us , the boarders for their melodious singing 

and support and parishioners for making the day 

awesome for one and all.

The program concluded with Lunch.

Jisha Philip

Sacred Heart Parish,

Ghat Gate

On Sunday 15th January, we the 

parishioners of Sacred Heart Parish, Ghat Gate 

celebrated the Family Get Together Day. 

The day began with a solemn Eucharistic 

Celebration Presided by Fr. Jijo the Parish Priest 

and concelebrated by Fr. Melvin Jobard. The 

melodious hymns sung by the choir helped 

everyone raise their voice and come closer to 

God.

Soon after the Holy Mass breakfast was 

served to all. Everyone moved towards to the 

school compound for the celebration and 

program which was lined up for all.

The program began with party games for 

all groups - Youth, Children, couples and all 

parishioners. Interesting Games were well 

prepared by Sr. Roseline, and group. Everyone's 

favourite Housie was also organised. All 

enjoyed these games and took an active part in 

them.

Family Get Together, Ghat Gate Parish

were also offered.  Common hymns were sung 
keeping in mind the theme of "Unity".

Despite the cold and cloudy weather, a 
sizeable number of persons and pastors from 
various churches of the city    participated.   It 
was an exhilarating experience with one and all 
enthusiastically and whole heartedly immersed 
in the prayer service.  The choir did a 
commendable job leading all to sing and pray.

Our sincere thanks go out to Rev. Fr. 
Edward Oliveira for organizing this meet so 
beautifully.  We pray that we all may continue to 
be One in the Spirit, One in the Lord.

The evening came to an end with all 
greeting each other over a hot plate of sambhar 
vada and tea.

Serah Fernandes
Member, 

Commission for Dialogue & Ecumenism

"I pray that they may all be one".  
(Jn.17:20) This was the prayer of Jesus before 
his passion and death.  This prayer calls for 
unity, so the Universal Church specifies January 
18th to 25th as days of intense prayer by 
observing Christian Unity Octave. 

In response to this call, in Jaipur, prayer 
services for Christian Unity were held at St. 
Andrews Church, Christian Believers Church 
and St. Thomas Church, Mansarovar.  The 
prayer Meet at St. Thomas Church was held on 
Sunday 22nd January at 6.00 pm.

The service began with an apt and lively 
hymn: The Man from Galilee.  This was 
followed by an introduction outlining the origin, 
history. Acceptance and worldwide observance 
of this week of prayer. Fervent prayers of 
reconciliation were recited.  Prayers for various 
intentions such world peace, India, Ukraine etc. 

Christian Unity Octave - St. Thomas Church, Mansarovar
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given a certificate of appreciation and also a gift 
pack sponsored by Dr. Anil Sharma the founder 
of Sri Ambe Hospital. The camp ended with a 
vote of thanks by Fr. Jaypal.  A word of 
appreciation goes to Fr. Jaypal for providing the 
church hall and facilities for conducting the 
camp. A special thanks to Mr. Joseph Joseph for 
coordinating the entire programme and making 
it a successful one.

Ms. Pauline, Labour Commission Member

Diocesan Labour Commission in 
collaboration with Holy Redeemer Church 
organized a blood donation camp along with a 
free medical consultation under the supervision 
of Shri Ambe Hospital on 08th Jan 2023 at 
Jhotwara. The camp began with a prayer by Fr. 
Siby Mathew.   A team of 6 doctors and 12 
nurses were present for the camp. Many people 
turned up to donate blood and also to get medical 
assistance. People who donated blood were 

Blood Donation Camp cum free Medical Consultation

Centre had made all the arrangements for the 
participants beginning with a Mass in the church 
and a session in the hall.  The local ISA member 
Fr. Arok SJ, Nevta coordinated the whole 
programme. 

The takeaway home message for all was: 
First of all, we are human beings and children of 
one God Almighty. The core message of every 
religion is love, peace and harmony. Due to 
certain prejudice and selfish ends a handful of 
people cause confusion and division among the 
people. The like-minded, God fearing and 
committed people need to stand up and come 
forward to share the message both in words and 
concrete actions.

Fr. Arok SJ, Nevta

The Islamic Studies Association (ISA) for 
the first time in the history of the diocese with 
the consent of Most Rev. Bishop Oswald Lewis 
conducted a programme on the theme, 
"Dialogue of Life: Promoting Peace and 
Harmony" on 29th of January 2023, at the 
Pastoral Centre, Jaipur. Many experienced 
people from the field both young and old shared 
their lived experiences in a very touching 
manner. Though the expected number did not 
turn up due to various reasons, however, the 
quality of the programme was appreciated by 
everyone. For many participants - both lay and 
religious it was an eye-opening and enriching 
programme. Fr. Jijo, the Director of the Pastoral 

Dialogue of Life : Promoting Peace and Harmony

short get together. The get together began with a 
welcome speech by Mr. Saju Palouse followed 
by carol singing competition between the three 
prayer groups. After the competition some 
interesting and fun filled games were conducted 
for all age groups by the youth of our parish. 
Academic toppers of various classes of our 
parish were also felicitated by Fr. Moortilal and 
Sr. Arpita. Winners of crib and carol singing 
competition were announced and cash prizes 
were given.

The celebration ended with a vote of 
thanks by Mr. and Mrs. Justin Varghese 
followed by a sumptuous fellowship lunch. 

Shiny Jobin

"The Family is like branches of a tree, we all 
grow in different directions but our roots 
remain the same."

After three  long years finally, on 22nd 
January 2023 St. John the Baptist, Lalarpura 
celebrated Family Day. The day began with a 
solemn Mass by Fr. Moorthilal along with Fr. 
Georgish Britto. All the liturgy duties were 
assigned to different families which included 
introduction to the Mass, readings, maha arti, 
thanksgiving prayer etc. Each member of the 
parish came together for the success of this festal 
celebration.

After the liturgy celebration there was the 
group photo of all parishioners followed by a 

Family Day Celebration, Lalarpura
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water it down by unnecessary actions and words 
taken and borrowed from other religions. He 
emphasized that our Eucharistic liturgy is 
beautiful and unique that binds us to the Body 
and Blood of Jesus from where we receive our 
spiritual nourishment. He also stressed the 
training of the altar servers, their dress code and 
serving at the altar in a profound and reverent 
way. He also spoke of the choir to help the 
congregation to sing and not blast the music and 
take a central part during the liturgy. He also 
spoke on choosing the right hymns fitting to the 
occasion for the liturgy. Regarding the Altar 
decoration he said that it should be sober, 
pleasant and simple.  At festivals and special 
occasions the Church or chapel should not be 
decorated lavishly because it takes away the 
attention of the faithful from Jesus to 
unimportant objects of decorations. Bishop also 
stressed that priests deliver meaningful and 
devout homilies suited to the liturgical readings 
of the day that catechizes the faithful and brings 
them closer to God and unites them strongly 
with the church and each other in one faith. Last 
but not the least he pointed out that the Eucharist 
is about Christ and His Body and Blood and is 
the most sacred and holy moment and we should 
have the utmost reverence towards it.

Towards the end Bishop Oswald thanked 
Bishop Ignatius D'Souza for his generous and 
inspiring talk and gifted him with a shawl. The 
100 strong participants of priests and religious 
benefitted a lot from this seminar as they were 
enlightened greatly. We thank Fr Reenesh the 
Commission head of Liturgy for all the 
arrangements at the seminar. Once again thanks 
to Bishop Oswald for his motivation and 
leadership and to Fr Jijo, Director of Pastoral 
Centre for his support and corporation.    

 Fr. Casimiro Coelho.

 Most Rev. Oswald Lewis the Bishop of 
Jaipur felt the need of the diocese to study, 
reflect and put into practice the Apostolic Letter 
on Liturgy by Pope Francis. Bishop organized a 
seminar for the clergy and the religious of the 
diocese on Saturday 14th January 2023, at the 
Pastoral Centre, Ghat gate from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. He invited all the priests and religious 
of the diocese to compulsory attend it, for it was 
for their benefit. Most Rev. Ignatius D'Souza, 
Bishop of Bareilly was invited to be the resource 
person for the seminar. The title of the letter 
"Desiderio Desideravi", which comes from the 
Gospel of Luke 22:15, where Jesus says to his 
disciples, "I have eagerly desired to eat this 
Passover with you before I suffer".

 As we know that the liturgy is the most 
important area of action and expression of our 
faith, Bishop Ignatius began by explaining to us 
the significance of the Eucharist and the 
importance it holds in the life of every catholic. 
He referred to the Liturgical booklet, "Desiderio 
Desideravi" and quoted many useful and 
informative passages. He also used the PPT 
generously to help us understand the right use 
and meaning of the liturgical actions and words 
of the Eucharist. He pointed out a number of 
incorrect actions and non Eucharistic words 
used and added by some priests in the liturgy. He 
also spelt the unnecessary introduction of the 
Hindu culture, colour, dance, songs, shawl, 
tilak, saffron, in the liturgy which only signifies 
the aping of the Hindus without actually 
knowing the significance and their meaning, just 
for the sake of showing the oneness or unity with 
the Hindus.

 Bishop Ignatius brought out the beauty 
and relevance of our liturgy handed down to the 
disciples by Jesus Christ. He stressed that we 
need to stand by our faith and liturgy and not 
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after Christmas, this feast was also known as 
"Candlemas" when Pope Sergius in the 8th 
century introduced the solemn procession of 
clergy and laity carrying blessed lighted candles 
into the church as a gentle reminder of the "Light 
to the Gentiles" and "the entry of the Son of God 
into the temple". This feast has caught the 
imagination and devotion of many religious 
persons and congregations, precisely because of 
the driving emotions and dynamic motifs 
involved.Many religious congregations 
celebrate religious vows (both Final and First 
Vows) on this day manifesting the importance of 
the feast for the consecrated people. 
Importance of the Day of Consecrated Life

 The celebrat ions of  the Day of 
Consecrated Life came to prominence with 
publication of the Apostolic Exhortation of 'Vita 
Consecrata' (the Consecrated Life) by St. John 
Paul II on 25th March, 1996. He declared the day 
as the Day of the Consecrated Life. Since 
February 2, 1997 the religious got more 
enthused to celebrate the feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord with the rededication of 
their Consecrated Life. The Pope exhorted that 
the consecrated life is called constantly to 
deepen the gift of the evangelical counsels with 
a love which grows ever more genuine and 
strong. The ever growinglove in the Trinitarian 
dimension will be: love for Christ, which leads 
to closeness with him; love for the Holy Spirit, 
who opens our hearts to his inspiration; love for 
the Father, who loves all and is loved above all.

 'Consecration' means setting aside. In a 
Consecrated life, God sets a person separate so 
that he/she may love God more dearly, know 
Him more intimately and follow Him more 
closely including in the mission. Every 
Christian is consecrated through the Sacraments 
of Baptism, Confirmation and through other 

On the second of February, the Catholic 
Church all over the world celebrates the feast of 
the Presentation of the Lord in the temple. The 
presentation episode and the related events are 
narrated in Lk 2:22-40. Observing the Jewish 
tradition Mary the mother of Jesus & others 
fulfilled the requirements of the purification & 
dedication as mentioned in Lev 12:2-8& Ex 
13:2. Among the offerings done in the temple 
one is a sin offering, which was not needed for 
Mary or Jesus as they were sinless.They 
observed the prescriptions of the laws in order to 
avoid any misgivingsand they were faithful to 
the law. The child was consecrated to God in the 
temple. There is no mention of the redeeming act 
on behalf of the child. The evangelist seems to 
indicate that instead of being redeemed and 
restored to his parents the child Jesus was 
personally handed over to God in the temple.

 Inspired by the Holy Spirit, the prophet 
Simeon came, took the child in his arms and 
praised and thanked God for his blessings.He 
made four pronouncements (pairs of two) for the 
c h i l d  a n d  o n e  f o r  t h e  m o t h e r .  A l l 
pronouncements made here are essentially 
related to the mission of the consecrated child: 
that he will be a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles; that he will be the glory of his people; 
that the child will cause the rise and fall of many 
in Israel; that he will be a sign that will be spoken 
against. 

 N o w  h a v i n g  r e f l e c t e d  o n  t h e 
presentation of Jesus in the temple, we move to 
the Consecrated Life (Vita Consecrata) that is 
also recalled and celebrated today.

 Although the feast was introduced to 
Eastern Empire by Justinian I in 526 AD, in 
gratitude for the cessation of the great plague at 
Constantinople, its popularity caught up in the 
universal Church gradually. Celebrated 40 days 
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recognized by the Church, that characterizes the 
life consecrated to God." (#915 CCC) 
Consecrated Life today

 By one statistics, there are more than 1, 
35,000 religious in India today out of which 95, 
000 are Sisters and the rest are religious Priests 
and religious Brothers. We raise our hearts in 
gratitude to God for these precious gifts. 
However, we need to ask whether the religious 
life in India, just as in Europe or in the USA, got 
a setback both in quantity and quality. More than 
the number, the credibility may be more affected 
negatively. In simple terms, I think, the 
credibility can be preservedby caring the 
following in religious life as a group and as 
individuals: purity, work, respect for one's body, 
service, contemplation, and integrity at all 
levels. Reflections will reveal that each of these 
areas cover wider range of human interactions. 
Hence, at any time if a consecrated person/a 
groupisacclaimed credible, he/she or that group 
to which that person belongs has consciously 
excelled in the above areas. It is an irony to say 
that a consecrated person/group of professed 
vows suffers from credibility. Yet it is not 
uncommon in the contemporary world. To be a 
credible consecrated person/institute through 
their vowed life in today's world is a heroic 
decision. Pefectae Caritatis (PC) the Decree on 
the Up-to-date Renewal of Religious Life talks 
about this choice: "Religious seek to follow 
Christ with greater liberty and to imitate Him 
more closely, by practicing the evangelical 
counsels" (P.C. n.1). It is hard but heroic to 
choose poverty, obedience and chastity in an age 
of money, power and pleasure. It is not just an 
alternative way of life-style but a personal 
committed way of living in response to a call to 
witness and mission.
Light and Glory

 Pointing at the child presented to the 
Lord in the temple, prophet Simeon said: "A 

Sacraments. And yet a religious is set aside in a 
more confirming way through his/her vows of 
Poverty, Chastity and Obedience. For a 
religious, the three vows are the three nails 
whereby he/she has nailed himself/herself to the 
empty promises of the world, temporary desires 
of the flesh and alluring temptations of the 
adversary/devil. At the first arrival in the 
templeboth infant Jesus and his mother Mary 
were consecrated to God- given to God.
Consecrated Life in the Church 

 The Church has recognized and 
accepted the Consecrated life as a free gift of 
God to chosen individuals in the Church. The 
Lumen Gentium (LG) of Vat II affirms this as 
free gift of grace: "It should be seen as a form of 
life to which some Christians, both Clerical and 
lay, are called by God so that they may enjoy a 
special gift of Grace in the life of the Church and 
may contribute, each in his own way, to the 
saving Mission of the Church."(LG #43).The 
purpose of every consecrated life is directly or 
otherwise related to the saving Mission of the 
Church. That is to say there is no call to this way 
of life for itself.

 From the very beginning of the Church, 
there have been men and women drawn by the 
Holy Spirit to follow Christ with greater 
freedom and enthusiasm.  They abandon 
themselves in the care of the Lord and live for 
him alone. They have sought to imitate Him 
through committing themselves to poverty, 
chastity and obedience (the 'evangelical 
counsels').  The consecrated people commit 
themselves to giving everything (poverty) and 
doing anything (obedience) in God's service, as 
a loving response to God's love for them 
(chastity).The locus is the Church. The approval 
and acceptance by Church alone gives them the 
validity as it is clearly stated in the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church: "It is the profession of 
these counsels, within a permanent state of life 
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Mother Teresa, Fr. Stan Swamy, and others to 
cite a few examples. There are others who are 
living lights to the world in the face of  powers of 
evil forces. 
Consecrated Life and Mission:

The church recognizes the Consecrated 
life for Mission. In and through the fulfillment of 
its mission, the Church and the consecrated 
people bring credibility. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church makes a simple but powerful 
suggestion: "The first mission of those who 
profess the evangelical counsels is to live out 
their consecration" (#931CCC). Further, the 
members of any consecrated institute have no 
choice but be zealous missionaries, precisely 
because of their consecration. Can #783 
declares precisely that: "Members of institutes 
of consecrated life, because of the dedication to 
the service of the Church deriving from their 
very consecration, have an obligation to play a 
zealous and special part in missionary activity, 
in a manner appropriate to their institute." In 
absence of any missionary zeal, disintegration 
will start creeping in and religious credibility 
will be the causality.

 As Jesus was presented in the Temple 
and fulfilled all requirements of the Law, and set 
himself (Consecrated) to the Father for the 
Mission, so also everyone who takes the public 
vows (of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience) and 
leads a Consecrated life is set aside for the 
Mission of Christ in the Church. The Mission 
primarily is to be the Light for revelation to 
people and be a sign of Christ for many to rise 
and fall. By the virtue of their consecration, the 
religious continue to be vibrant missionaries. 
Their purity, poverty and service bring 
credibility to themselves and to their institutes.

Fr K P George SJ
St. Xavier's Church, Jaipur

light for revelation to non- Jewish people and the 
Glory of your people Israel." (Lk 2:32)(Gentiles 
should be read as non-elect or non- Jewish 
people. Today it is fair to call anyone gentile 
which is a derogatory term). About 700 years 
before Christ, prophet Isaiah had already 
prophesied it (Is.9:2; 42:6; 49.6). Later Jesus 
himself asserted "I am the Light of the 
world….." (Jn 8:12). Jesus the Consecrated 
Eternal Word is the Glory of God the Father 
(John 1:14). The Light illumined the chosen 
disciples and set them as the light to others. The 
zealous apostles claimed it (Acts 13:47). Every 
religious by his/her consecration by the public 
vows in the Church is to be light for others in 
darkness at any level. By being the effective 
light the consecrated people also will be glory of 
God and the people sent to serve. Just as Jesus 
remained light as part of his mission of the 
Kingdom, so also the consecrated people by 
being the shining light fulfill their mission.
A Sign for rise and fall of many

 "This child is destined to cause the rise 
and fall of many in Israel. He will be a sign that 
will be spoken against, so that the secret 
thoughts of many hearts will be revealed" (Lk 
2:34). In the public ministry of Jesus, it was 
already happening (Jn 7:11-13; 25-27; 45-52) 
among the believers and those hesitating to 
believe.The disciples also experienced the same 
and because of their faith in Jesus they also were 
cause for rise and fall of many. (Mt. 5:11-12; 
10:21-23; 34-36) If many have risen and fallen 
because of the Master and Lord, it also could 
happen to the disciples and the consecrated 
people who are professed to be in mission of the 
Master. Examples are galore in the history of the 
Church. They are seen in the contemporary 
history also. We need not look far elsewhere for 
true signs who lived out their consecrated lives, 
but in our own country and in our own recent 
past: Fr. A.T. Thomas, St. Rani Maria, St. 
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