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Dear Friends,

At some time or the other all of us have mourned and have been deeply saddened and shaken 

at the passing away of someone very dear to us. It was also perhaps difficult to easily forget the 

person who no more would walk, talk or laugh with us as before. Death can be very painful. Even 

Jesus wept at Lazarus' death. So our grief when someone dies is quite understandable. But when 

we mourn we should remember that there is a hope, a hope that Jesus has promised us when he said, 

“I am the Resurrection”. Jesus too felt the pain of abandonment on the cross, yet he trusted and had 

full faith in his heavenly father. Sorrow turned to Joy at the resurrection of Jesus. Jesus conquered 

death, he opened the gates of heaven for us.

All Souls Day and this entire month when we pray for the dead will remind us that our dear 

departed are no more than a thought away. We cannot see them because our eyes are clouded, but 

we can experience their presence when we think of them and pray for them. Our loved ones may 

have suffered from human frailty. Our prayers and sacrifices on their behalf can make up for what 

is lacking. It is a holy and wholesome practice to pray for the dead that they may be loosed from 

their sins. This day encourages us to have concern and love for the departed- whether they are our 

dear ones or not. It reminds us to be generous in our love and prayers for them. Someday each of us 

must inevitably join “the faithful departed”.

As we pray for them let us remember them with Joy and thank God for their goodness.Let us 

also spare a thought and pray for those who have no one to pray for them.  

Fr Melvin Jobard

HOLY FATHER'S INTENTION

Universal -	We	pray	 that	 the	 progress	 of	 robotics	 and	

artificial	intelligence	may	always	serve	humankind.		
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"Fratelli Tutti", "All Brothers" is the third encyclical letter of 
Pope Francis, presented to the world on the feast day of St. Francis of 
Assisi, on October 4th, 2020. Living the spirituality of St. Francis and 
inspired by his teachings, Pope Francis thought it fit to release this 
encyclical not only on the feastday but also from Assisi itself. So the Holy 
Father celebrated Holy Mass in the Crypt of Assisi and signed the 
encyclical at the tomb of St. Francis Assisi after the Mass on 3rd Oct. 
Making it a joyful and memorable day, the Holy Father drew the attention of the world that we, 
belonging to different countries, languages, cultures and religions are "All Brothers" and sisters. 
"Fratelli Tutti" are the words of St. Francis of Assisi, who addressed his companions and fellow frairs 
with these words, and are found in his admonitions No.6 and 25. "Blessed is that frair who loves his 
brother as much when he is sick and can be of no use to him, as when he is well and can be of use to 
him" (6). "Blessed is that frair who loves and respects his brother as much when he is absent as when 
he is present" (25). Being a lover of nature, St. Francis addressed everything in nature as brother and 
sister- brother Sun and sister moon. 

The Papal Encyclicals are generally addressed to the Church and church personnel - cardinals, 
bishops, priests, religious and laity. But Fratelli Tutti is addressed to the whole human race, to all 
people of goodwill. The Pope says "Although I have written it from the Christian convictions that 
inspire and sustain me, I have sought to make this reflection an invitation to dialogue among all 
people of goodwill". (6)Thus it is a social encyclical that challenges all people and admonishes 
them to look to the future with renewed hope. As if, reading the signs of the time, it has been 
published at a time when human dignity and human rights are violated. It has come at a time, when 
human beings are divided on the basis of religion, race, colour, language, culture and caste. It 
appears as if the world is at its lowest ebb. Adding to such a situation is the pandemic, covid-19 virus 
that has made life more critical and uncertain as never before. So this historic letter comes as a 
response to the world crisis, making us realize that we humans are not enemies of each other, nor are 
we the enemies of the nature, but we are brothers and sisters, sons and daughters of One God, and the 
nature is our common home. 

"Fratelli Tutti", with the theme "On Fraternity and Social Friendship" aims at 
promoting love, brotherhood, peace and unity among the nations. Love transcends all 
geographical barriers and acknowledges, appreciates concern for the well being of others. As a 
concrete example for openness, the Pope quotes the episode in the life of St. Francis. It was the visit 
of St. Francis to Sultan Malik-el Kamil, in Egypt, which was under taken with much hardship, but 
paid rich dividends. "Eight hundred years ago, St. Francis urged that all forms of fraternal subjection 
be shown to those who did not share his faith"(Para 3).Following the footsteps of St. Francis, Pope 
Francis had undertaken a similar journey in 2019 to meet the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmed al- 
Tayeb  in Abu- Dhabi. Most of us witnessed this historic visit through the visual media. This meeting 
of two most important religious leaders was hailed by the entire world. They discussed issues to 
establish fraternal bond and to bring lasting peace. They signed a common declaration for "World 
Peace and Living Together" and appealed to the world leaders to stand for peace. Once again through 
this encyclical, Pope Francis wants to draw the attention of the whole world to the result of that 
historic visit last year and consequently once again appeal to the world leaders of our common 
responsibility to save the world from war and destruction and bring about love and peace "St. Francis 
did not wage a war of words aimed at imposing doctrines; he simply spread the love of God." (Para 4) 
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"Dark Clouds Over A Closed World", chapter one, quoting a few past experiences 
speaks of the world that had learned a few lessons from the wars and disasters. But it is quite 
different today. Ancient conflicts are showing up its ugly face; extremism, aggressive nationalism, 
religious fundamentalism are taking a toll. "Opening up to the world" theory takes care of foreign 
investment and their interests rather than helping the local economy. There are the new forms of 
cultural colonization. Ultimately persons are no longer important, nor respected. The elderly are 
pushed to the corners and considered to be a burden. Migration on account of war, persecution and 
natural catastrophies or for seeking better opportunities is on the increase. But many countries have 
closed the boarders while others ill-treat the migrants. Pope Francis has raised many such issues in 
this chapter.

These current problems and the grief and anguish of the poor can be answered only 
through love. Citing the parable of the Good Samaritan the Pope tells us "go and do likewise" 
(Lk 10:37). Two important aspects that can be traced in the encyclical are - that God is the Creator, 
Author and Designer of all that is created. Hence God alone is the Master of the universe. Secondly, 
all created human beings are children of God. Hence all human beings are brothers and sisters. So it 
is our bounden duty to live and love each other as sisters and brothers. It implies that we live in 
communion with each other; we depend on one another; we have a concern for others; we are 
generous towards others.

The sixth chapter explains the necessity of dialogue and friendship in the society in order 
to promote global fraternity and harmony. "Approaching, speaking, listening, looking at, coming 
to know and understand one another and to find common ground, all these are necessary for dialogue 
with others. Authentic social dialogue involves the ability to respect the other's point of view and 
accept their convictions. The others have a contribution to make as they express their position for the 
sake of a more fruitful public debate; to defend their values and convictions and develop their 
arguments. All this calls for the ability to recognize other people's right to be themselves and to be 
different. Ignoring the existence and rights of others will erupt into some form of violence, often 
when least expected. Liberty, equality and fraternity can remain lofty ideals unless they apply to 
everyone. Dialogue and friendship in society can be promoted through kindness, which frees us 
from the cruelty that at times infects human relationship. Nowadays we find neither time nor the 
energy to stop and be kind to others, to say "excuse me", "pardon me", "thank you". If we make a 
daily effort to do this, we can create a healthy society. "Kindness ought to be cultivated because it 
entails esteem and respect for others. Once kindness becomes a culture within society, it transforms 
lifestyles, relationships and the way ideas are discussed and compared. Kindness facilitates the quest 
for consensus; it opens new paths where hostility and conflict would burn all bridges." (224)

The last chapter, on "Religions At The Service of Fraternity In Our World", highlights 
the role of different religions in building fraternity and defending justice in society. Quoting the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of India (CBCI), Pope Francis writes, "The goal of dialogue is to 
establish friendship, peace and harmony and to share spiritual and moral values and experiences in a 
spirit of truth and love." (271) Here the Church has to play an important role, "She cannot and must 
not remain on the sidelines in the building of a better world. The Church has a public role over and 
above her charitable and educational activities. She works for the advancement of humanity and of 
universal fraternity. The Church is a home with open doors, because she is a mother. Pope Francis 
makes the final appeal, repeating what the Grand Imam Ahmad Al- Tayyeb and he had declared in 
2019 in Abu Dhabi, for peace, justice and fraternity

Let us prayerfully reflect on the title of the encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, All Brothers. Pope Francis 
is making an all out effort to build up fraternity and social friendship; to bring about peace, justice 
and love in the world. Let us have a look at our own family, our community, our church/parish. Is 
there peace, joy, love and unity in our family, community and parish? If there is some deficiency, 
what do we need to do? Let us plead with our Mother to intercede for us and for our family. 
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News of the Month
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The Church will have thirteen new Cardinals. Nine of them are younger than 80 and therefore, 
have the right to participate in a future conclave. Four others are older than 80 years of age. Pope 
Francis's announcement came as a surprise, after the recitation of the Angelus of Sunday, 25 October. 
He communicated the news regarding the creation of the new cardinals to the faithful present in St 
Peter's Square as well as to those connected throughout the world. 

Two of the new Cardinals work in the Roman Curia: the Secretary General of the Synod of 
Bishops, Maltese Mario Grechand the Italian Marcello Semeraro, former Bishop of Albano and the 
new Prefect for the Congregation of the Causes of Saints. 

Six other pastors in the Church throughout the world are joining them. In addition, the Pope has 
also appointed the current Guardian of the Franciscan Sacro Convento in Assisi, Mauro Gambetti.

To these Cardinals who are younger than 80 years of age, Pope Francis has also added four 
other Cardinals who are older than 80. They are: Felipe Arizmendi Esquivel, Archbishop Emeritus 
of San Cristóbal de Las Casas (Mexico); former Apostolic Nuncio SilvanoTomasi, former 
permanent observer at the United Nations in Geneva who then worked in the Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development; Capuchin Father Raniero Cantalamessa, preacher of the 
Papal Household; and the pastor of the Shrine of Divine Love, Father Enrico Feroci. 

Cardinals wear the colour red which indicates their willingness to sacrifice themselves usque 
ad sanguinis effusionem, that is, to the point of sheding their own blood, in the service of the 
Successor of Peter, and even though they reside in the remotest regions of the world, they become the 
titular of a parish in the Eternal City so that they are incardinated in the Church of which the Pope is 
Bishop. 

Pope announces a consistory for the creation of 13 new Cardinals 

Pope Francis told participants in an online conference that we live in a time in which there is the 
urgent need for a new and more inclusive socio-economic paradigm that reflects the truth that we are 
"a single human family." 

His words came in a message to an international on-line Meeting, an event that is part of the 
year-long observance of the 5th anniversary of the Encyclical Letter Laudato si'. 
"New ways towards Integral Ecology" 

The Meeting, entitled "New ways towards Integral Ecology" was organized by "EcoOne", the 
ecological initiative of the Focolare Movement in collaboration with the Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human Development and the Global Catholic Climate Movement. 

He noted that the meeting addresses "a relational vision of humanity and care for our world 
from a variety of perspectives: ethical, scientific, social and theological," and said he trusts that the 
Focolare Movement will be able to do much to promote awareness for the issue. 
Charism of unity 

The Pope recalled the conviction of Chiara Lubich, the foundress of the Movement, according 
to whom "the created world bears within itself a charism of unity." 

May her perspective, he said, "guide your work in the recognition that "everything is 
connected" and that "concern for the environment needs to be joined to sincere love for our fellow 
human beings and an unwavering commitment to resolving the problems of society"                          
(Laudato si', 91). 

Pope : Foster Dignity and Combat Poverty to Care for Creation
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One human family 
The Pope highlighted the need, today, to raise awareness that we are a "single human family, 

fellow travellers sharing the same flesh, children of the same earth which is our common home" 
(Fratelli tutti, 8). 

He said that this solidarity demands "a firm willingness to develop and implement practical 
measures that foster the dignity of all persons in their human, family and work relationships, while at 
the same time combating the structural causes of poverty and working to protect the natural 
environment." 
The need for conversion 

The Pope concluded calling for a profound interior conversion, both on a personal and 
communal level. As we examine the great challenges of our time he said, including the contribution 
religion can make to the environmental crisis, "it is essential to break with the logic of exploitation 
and selfishness and to promote the practice of a sober, simple and humble lifestyle                        
(see Laudato si', 222-224). 

"Everything will be fine," Cardinal Pietro Parolin told journalists asking for information 
regarding the October 2018. Agreement between China and the Holy See regarding the appointment 
of bishops. "We have to wait to know when it will expire," he said noting that the Agreement was 
signed two years ago ad experimentum and that it will possibly be extended.

The Vatican Secretary of State was answering questions posed to him by reporters present at 
the Pontifical Antonianum University where the Orthodox Patriarch, Bartholomew I, received an 
Honorary Doctorate.
Ongoing contact between the parties

Cardinal Parolin affirmed that the content of the Agreement between China and the Holy See 
will remain secret. But it is a "relative secret," he explained, noting that "much of the content is 
already known", and he revealed that the decision to renew the Agreement was taken in the past days.

He observed that the Covid-19 pandemic has complicated things because of travel restrictions 
but said the two parties have had ongoing contact.

The Cardinal also expressed satisfaction for the results of the Agreement: "We can say we are 
pleased. We hope that there will be improvements regarding the functioning of the terms of the 
Agreement." Of course, he added, there are also many other issues that the Agreement was never 
intended to resolve. In fact, Parolin emphasized, "We do not think that the Agreement can solve all 
the problems in China". "There are regulations that are imposed and that concern all religions, and 
certainly also concern the Catholic Church,"he said.
The Agreement concerns the situation of the Church

To a question regarding whether the Agreement "anticipates a future re-establishment of 
diplomatic relations" the Vatican Secretary of State said that "for the moment there is no talk of 
diplomatic relations. We are focused on the Church."

He reiterated that the Agreement has not solved all the problems and difficulties but expressed 
the hope that, through dialogue, they too will be faced "because the Agreement does not concern 
diplomatic relations nor does it foresee the establishment of diplomatic relations. The Agreement 
concerns the situation of the Church, in particular a specific issue which is the appointment of 
bishops."

"The aim is the unity of the Church. There have been results such as the fact that all the bishops 

Cardinal Parolin : "All will go well" with the Holy See/China Agreement
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in China are in communion with the Pope. There are no more illegitimate bishops, this seems to me a 
remarkable step forward. From here on, it is a question of starting again and then, step by step, 
creating the conditions for the normalization of the Church in China."

Bartholomew I and integral ecology 
Cardinal Parolin was present at the Pontifical Antonianum University to preside at the 

ceremony in which an Honorary Doctorate was conferred upon the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople, Bartholomew I. 

Speaking of the Patriarch during the ceremony, Parolin described him as "an emblematic figure 
for the environmental cause, for integral ecology that represents a priority in the Pontifical 
Universities of Rome." 

Recalling the life, formation and teaching of the Ecumenical Patriarch, the Cardinal said that 
even during the most difficult phases, he has always encouraged and actively pursued Christian 
unity and full communion. "For Bartholomew I," he added, "faith in creation stimulates the 
ecumenical process. It constitutes a further common element, beyond those of doctrinal nature." 

Many of the Church's pastors have requested an adaptation to the requirements to obtain the 
Plenary Indulgence for the deceased in the month of November. Thus, "by the special mandate of His 
Holiness Pope Francis", the Apostolic Penitentiary released some changes to the normal practice. 
The Decree containing these modifications was signed on 22 October, the liturgical memorial of 
Pope St John Paul II. 
Plenary Indulgence during month of November 

Due to the corona virus pandemic and the need to avoid large groups from forming where 
prohibited, the Plenary Indulgence applicable to the deceased by those who visit a cemetery has been 
extended beyond the normal dates of 1 to 8 November. This year, the indulgence can be obtained by 
anyone who visits a cemetery, even if only mentally, on any day in November, and devoutly prays for 
the faithful departed. 
Plenary Indulgence for Feast of All Souls' Day 

Regarding the Plenary Indulgence attached to All Souls' Day, 2 November, this year, it can be 
obtained not only on the preceding or succeeding Sunday, or on the actual Feast day, but on any other 
day of the month chosen by each member of the faithful. In this case, the indulgence is obtained by 
"devoutly visiting a church or an oratory", along with the recitation of the Our Father and the Creed, 
and the other requirements associated with a Plenary Indulgence. 
The homebound 

For anyone who cannot leave their home for various reasons, including anti-Covid restrictions, 
they too can obtain the Plenary Indulgence by "uniting themselves spiritually to other members of 
the faithful". In this case, the condition of being "completely detached from sin" and the intention of 
completing the other requirements for obtaining a Plenary Indulgence remain. These conditions are 
Sacramental Confession, reception of Holy Communion and a prayer for the Holy Father's 
intentions. 

The Decree suggests that such prayer take place before an "image of Jesus or the Blessed 
Virgin Mary". Among the various prayers that are recommended are "prayers for the deceased, 
Morning or Evening Prayer from the Office of the Dead, the Rosary, the Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
meditating on various Gospel passages proposed for the liturgy of the dead, or completing a work of 
mercy by offering to God the suffering and discomforts of one's own life". 

Decree extends indulgence for the faithful departed throughout November 
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The Catholic Church in Asia has expressed its closeness and solidarity with arrested Indian 
Jesuit priest Father Stan Swamy and all who support the rights of indigenous and marginalized 
people, ucanews reported. 

"It is with great shock and agony the FABC heard of the arrest of the 83-year-old Father Swamy 
and his incarceration and we are surprised at the charges brought against him," said ucanews citing a 
statement by Cardinal Charles Bo of Yangon, the President of the Federation of Asian Bishops 
Conferences (FABC). 

"The arrest and cold-hearted incarceration of Father Swamy reminds us of the treatment meted 
out to Mahatma Gandhi when he stood up for the rights of the Indian people," the Cardinal said in his 
appeal. He said Father Swamy was following Gandhi's non-violent path to realize his dream: "The 
arrest is symptomatic of the treatment meted out to indigenous people in various parts of Asia." 
Sedition charges 

The National Investigation Agency (NIA), the federal unit that is charged with anti-terrorism 
activities, arrested Father Swamy on 8 Ocober at Bagaicha, a Jesuit social action centre for 
indigenous rights in the outskirts of Ranchi, the capital of Jharkhand state. 

The agency charged the elderly priest with sedition and for his links with an outlawed Maoist 
group, which was behind the 2018 Bhima Koregaon violence case in Maharashtra state. Father 
Swamy refutes the allegations saying he has never been to Bhima Koregaon. 

The day after his arrest, a special NIA court in Mumbai, Maharashtra state, remanded him in 
judicial custody until 23 October. A bail plea on health grounds for the ailing priest was rejected by 
the court on 23 October, extending his remand by another two weeks until 5 November. The frail and 
ailing priest suffers from Parkinson's disease and hearing loss. 
Indigenous rights 

As part of his social activism, Father Swamy has been working to secure the release of young 
tribal activists fighting for their ancestral land rights and against forced displacement. They have 
been arrested and jailed as undertrials, accused of being members of Maoist groups engaged in 
violence in Jharkhand. 

According to the Asian bishops' President, the Asian market economy and its promoters have 
treated indigenous communities with a colonial mentality, making them environmental refugees. 
Yet, it is the indigenous communities who protect nature and restore it to the world. 

Cardinal Bo urged the relevant authorities to acknowledge the role indigenous people play in 
the welfare of the world and release their people and those who support them, such as Father Swamy. 

The Cardinal hoped the country's "leaders will show sagacity and magnanimity in appreciating 
the services of Father Swamy and other indigenous people's leaders, releasing them as free citizens 
of India." 

Asian bishop's solidarity with jailed Indian Jesuit

Invitation to Priests 
Directing a word to priests, the Decree asks that they make the Sacrament of Confession 

generously available and that they make Holy Communion available to the sick. In addition, all 
priests are invited to offer three Masses on All Souls' Day. 
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The humanitarian, development and advocacy arm of the Catholic Church in India is among 
several entities and personalities who have been honoured for their services and battle against the 
Covid-19 pandemic in the country. 

Caritas India, the official charity arm of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India (CBCI) was 
among those felicitated at the Healthgiri Awards 2020 ceremony held virtually on 2nd October, the 
birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, leader of India's independence movement. 
Best NGO for Healthcare Services

"Caritas India is happy to receive this award as this is a recognition of our humble efforts to 
mitigate the sufferings of humanity in the wake of this COVID Pandemic," said Executive Director 
of Caritas India, Father Paul Moonjely, in his speech on receiving the Healthgiri Award 2020 for best 
NGO for Healthcare Services. 

The award was presented by Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare to 
Fr. Paul Moonjely. 

Healthgiri Award
Every year since 2014, the India Today Group, one of the biggest media conglomerates in the 

country, has been organizing the Safaigiri Award, after the government of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi initiated a country-wide cleanliness campaign called the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (SBA), or 
the "Clean India Mission". 

This year, the Safaigiri Award took the form of Healthgiri Awards 2020, to pay homage to the 
invincible spirit of corona warriors who have led the battle against the Covid-19 pandemic. 

In his acceptance speech, Father Moonjely dedicated the award to Caritas' "health warriors and 
volunteers, both in the community and institutional levels". "It gives us added courage and 
heightened motivation to march forward with our mission of love and care even amid new 
challenges," he said, adding, "We are honoured and humbled by this award". 

The priest said, "There was a lot of fear of pandemic and hopelessness amplified with the 
exodus of migrants." "But the institutional strength of the Church as a humanitarian collective 
helped us together to team up and reach out to the last mile with the amazing support of the Church 
leadership." 

The award ceremony on 2nd October assumed an added significance for Caritas India, as it was 
on that day in 1962 that it was founded. 
Caritas' action plan 

Father Moonjely explained that during the pandemic, Caritas pitched in with a 5-point strategic 
orientation: be trained, be informed, be cautioned and be compassionate. They reached out to almost 
6.4 million people through their partner networks. They serve the community, institutions, first-level 
treatment centres, Covid warriors, government institutions, including the police force. 

Caritas India partners and religious congregations joined hands to focus on four key areas - 
food support; health, hygiene and sanitation; psychosocial support and creating awareness. 

"Our medical colleges, tertiary hospitals and community workers," Father Moonjely said, "did 
a commendable job in reaching out to the peripheries and serving the poor, all out of love and 
humanitarian concern," because, he said, they believe service to humanity is service to God. 
Re-committed 

In conclusion, Father Moonjely reiterated Caritas' "continued commitment and service to 
humanity." 

Caritas India awarded for service during Covid-19 Pandemic
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He was only 15 years old when he died in a hospital in Monza, Italy, in 2006, offering all his 
sufferings for the Church and for the Pope.

Carlo Acutis, is being beatified in Assisi. He was a normal, handsome and popular boy. A 
natural jokester who enjoyed making his classmates and teachers laugh. 

He loved playing soccer, video games, and had a sweet tooth. Carlo couldn't say "no" to 
Nutella or to ice cream. Putting on weight made him understand the need for self control. It was one 
of the many struggles Carlo had to overcome - to learn how to master the art of self control, to master 
the virtue of temperance, starting by the simple things. He used to say, "What's the use of winning 
1,000 battles if you can't beat your own passions?" 
"Being originals and not photocopies"

Carlo's motto reflects the life of a normal teenager who strived to be the best version of himself, 
living the ordinary in an extraordinary way. He used his first savings to buy a sleeping bag for a 
homeless man he often saw on the way to Mass. He could have bought himself another video game 
for his game console collection. He loved to play video games. Instead, he chose to be generous. This 
was not an isolated instance. His funeral was packed with many of the city's poor residents that Carlo 
had helped, demonstrating that the generosity he had extended to the homeless man on his way to 
Mass had been offered to many other people as well.

When he was gifted a diary, he decided to use it to track his progress: "good marks" if he 
behaved well and "bad marks" if he did not meet his expectations. This is how he tracked his 
progress. In that same notebook he jotted down, "Sadness is looking at oneself, happiness is looking 
at God. Conversion is nothing but a movement of the eyes". 
Natural jokester

He was a "natural jokester" as his mother, Antonia Salzano, once commented in an interview. 
His classmates would burst out in laughter at his remarks, and so would the teachers. Since he 
realized it could annoy and disrupt others, he made an effort to change in that regard as well. Making 
life pleasant for those around him through little acts was a constant in his life. He did not like the 
cleaning staff picking up after him, even if they were paid for that. So he set the alarm clock a few 
minutes earlier to tidy up his room and make the bed. Raejsh, a Hindu who cleaned at Carlo's house, 
was impressed that someone "as handsome, young and rich" decided to live a simple life. "He 
captivated me with his deep faith, charity and purity," he remarked. Through Carlo's example, 
Rajesh decided to be baptized in the Catholic Church.
Cleanliness

Purity was very important in Carlo's life. "Each person reflects the light of God", was 
something he commonly said. It hurt him when his classmates did not live according to Christian 
morals. He would encourage them to do so, trying to help them understand that the human body is a 
gift from God and that sexuality had to be lived as God had intended. "The dignity of each human 
being was so great, that Carlo saw sexuality as something very special, as it was collaborating with 
God's creation," his mother recalled. 

Our new Blessed also enjoyed putting on his diving goggles and playing "fetch trash from the 
bottom of the sea". When he took the dogs out for a walk, he always picked up whatever garbage he 
came across. It was his way of improving his corner of the world.
Passion for the Eucharist

Carlo's true passion was the Eucharist: "his highway to heaven". This led to his mother's 
conversion. A woman who had only gone "three times to Mass in her life" was conquered in the end 
by the boy's affection for Jesus. She enrolled herself in a theology course so she could answer all the 
questions of her young son.

Carlo Acutis : Millennial Generation has a Blessed
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At the age of 11, Carlo began to investigate the Eucharistic miracles that have occurred in 
history. He used all his computer knowledge and talents to create a website that traced that history. It 
comprises 160 panels and can be downloaded by clicking here and that have also made the rounds of 
more than 10,000 parishes in the world.

Carlo could not understand why stadiums were full of people and churches were empty. He 
would repeatedly say, "They have to see, they have to understand."
Early Death

In Summer 2006, Carlo asked his mother: "Do you think I should become a priest?" She 
answered: "You will see it by yourself, God will reveal it to you." At the beginning of that school year 
he did not feel well. It seemed like a normal flu. But when he didn't get better, his parents took him to 
hospital. "I'm not getting out of here," he said when he entered the building. 

Shortly after, he was diagnosed with one of the worst types of leukemia - Acute Myeloid 
Leukemia (AML or M3). His reaction was striking: 

"I offer to the Lord the sufferings that I will have to undergo for the Pope and for the Church, so 
as not to have to be in Purgatory and be able to go directly to heaven." 

He died shortly after. "He is being a priest from heaven," says his mother. 

All Souls Day is a solemn celebration in the Roman Catholic Church commemorating all of 
those who have died and are now in Purgatory, being cleansed of their sins and being made pure 
before entering into the presence of God in Heaven.
The History of All Souls Day

The importance of All Souls Day was made clear by Pope Benedict XV (1914-22) when he 
granted all priests the privilege of celebrating three Masses on All Souls Day: one for the faithful 
departed; one for the priest's intentions; and one for the intentions of the Holy Father. On only a 
handful of other very important feast days are priests allowed to celebrate more than two Masses.

While All Souls Day is now paired with All Saints Day (November 1), which celebrates all of 
the faithful who are in Heaven, it originally was celebrated in the Easter season, around Pentecost 
Sunday (and still is in the Eastern Catholic Churches). By the tenth century, the celebration had been 
moved to October; and sometime between 998 and 1030, St. Odilo of Cluny decreed that it should be 
celebrated on November 2 in all of the monasteries of his Benedictine congregation. Over the next 
two centuries, other Benedictines and the Carthusians began to celebrate it in their monasteries as 
well, and soon the commemoration of all the Holy Souls in Purgatory spread to the entire Church.
Offering Our Efforts on Behalf of the Holy Souls

On All Souls Day, we not only remember the dead, but we apply our efforts, through prayer, 
almsgiving, and the Mass, to their release from Purgatory. There are two plenary indulgences 
attached to All Souls Day, one for visiting a church and another for visiting a cemetery. (The plenary 
indulgence for visiting a cemetery can also be obtained every day from November 1-8, and, as a 
partial indulgence, on any day of the year.) While the actions are performed by the living, the merits 
of the indulgences are applicable only to the souls in Purgatory. Since a plenary indulgence removes 
all of the temporal punishment for sin, which is the reason why souls are in Purgatory in the first 
place, applying a plenary indulgence to one of the Holy Souls in Purgatory means that the Holy Soul 
is released from Purgatory and enters Heaven. 

Praying for the dead is a Christian obligation. In the modern world, when many have come to 
doubt the Church's teaching on Purgatory, the need for such prayers has only increased. The Church 
devotes the month of November to prayer for the Holy Souls in Purgatory, and participation in the 
Mass of All Souls Day is a good way to begin the month.

All Souls Day and Why Catholics Celebrate It
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All Souls Day is a special day that the Church has given us to remind us about how important it is 
to offer prayers for those who have died in the arms of Jesus but have not yet reached the full glory of 
heaven. Transitioning from earthly life to full union with God in heaven is usually not instantaneous. We 
call this transition "purgatory". Since there is much confusion and misunderstanding about the Doctrine 
of Purgatory, here is a brief explanation.

What does the Church teach about the after-life?
1. We are all sinners. Even after we've been freed from Original Sin through baptism, we cannot 

become perfectly holy by our own efforts.
2. Because we are sinners, we would die separated from Holy God, except:
3. Jesus died in our place, taking our sins to the cross. Then he rose from the dead and wants us to 

join him in the resurrected life for all of eternity
4. Those who accept this and seek forgiveness from sins will live eternally united to Jesus in 

heaven.
5. Those who understand this yet reject it will die full of sin, unable to enter heaven, opting for hell 

so as to avoid spending eternity with God.
6.  Those who follow Christ but fail to seek forgiveness for ALL of their sins will still go to heaven, 

but in order to enter into the fullness of unity with God they must be purified - purged (thus the 
name "Purgatory") - of everything that's unholy.

Jesus spoke of Purgatory every time he taught that sinners who belong to the kingdom of God will 
have to be "put into prison" until they've "paid the last penny" of their debt. Since the earliest years of 
Christianity, it's been known that we cannot take our sins into heaven. Un-repented sins must be purged 
from us.

"Purgatory" comes from the Latin word for "cleansing fire". When we die, we come into full 
contact with the Holy Spirit (the "Beatific Vision"), and suddenly we realize how unlike God we really 
are. Now completely aware of what was unholy in us, it deeply pains us to see the damage caused by our 
sins. This pain would last forever if God did not provide, in his great mercy, a cure.

Purgatory is a gift of God's mercy, not a punishment. He gives it to us because we want it. The 
fiery, purifying pain of purgatory is our deep regret over how imperfectly we have loved, fuel led by our 
yearning to live eternally in total, holy love.

Pope John Paul II liked to point out that purgatory is a place of joy. Let's not forget that! Your 
departed loved ones who believed in Jesus are rejoicing in the Beatific Vision to the extent that they are 
ready to be united to it. They are rejoicing because they are free from evil and are totally with God, even if 
they are also still suffering from the agony of knowing how much damage they have done against God 
through their earthly sins.

Book of Wisdom 3:1-9 says, "The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall 
touch them." In other words, in contrast to the tortures of hell, the pain of purgatory is really a blessing, 
not a torment.

Adapted

What is Purgatory?

Conference of Catholic Bishops of India, Women's Commission organized a Virtual National 
Women's conference from 17th to 21st October, 2020.

The meeting was presided over by the President of CCBI, Archbishop Most Rev Filipe Neri 
Ferrao. Sr Lidivin started the meeting with Welcome words. She requested Advocate Andrea Fernandez 
to welcome the President with virtual floral presentation. Keynote address was delivered by Archbishop 
Most Rev Filipe Neri Ferrao.

He appreciated the great service of CCBI's Women's Ministry on empowering women. He 
emphasized on the God given roles to women to give their best. He suggested that women should be 

2nd National Women's Conference "Chosen to be a missionary Part - 2
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The arrest of Rev Fr Stan Swamy has sparked a row of protests throughout the country. Supporting 
this cause JCWS also decided to do something. The President met Bishop. Due to 144 Section imposed in 
the city we could not do anything in a big way. Finally it was suggested to conduct a special Prayer 
Service in each Parish. The Executive members along with the Parish Priest would see to it.

For Sacred Heart Church Rev Fr John Paul was requested to help the members. 
The event was well conducted. Jisha Jai Singh compared the program. Deepali Paul gave the 

introduction. St Angela Sophia sisters sang very melodiously the hymns which suited the occasion and 
made the event more meaningful. A short Presentation was prepared by Jasper Massey on Fr Stan with 
protest scenes carried out in various parts of our country. Interssory prayers were offered not only for Fr 
Stan but for our country, leaders, recent rape victims and all Social Activists who have been imprisoned.

Bishop in his message stressed that the situation of our country is very grim.  Intellectuals and 
Social Activists who raise their voice against injustice are unjustly imprisoned. We have to pray 
continuously for all.

Bishop also thanked JCWS for taking a stand on this issue. We thank, Bishop for his support and 
guidance. Fr John Paul for helping us. Sophia sisters for rendering their voice, Fr Moorthilal for making 
the video for the Media cell.

A big Thank You to all the parishioners who participated and supported us, in this small but much 
needed step, in the present situation.

Deepali Paul, Ghatgate Parish

Special Prayer Service conducted by JCWS

given roles in the church and government offices.
Sr. Grace Rodigues, Secretary of Archdiocese of Goa presented the vote of thanks in reverence of 

Most Rev. Archbishop Ferrao.
17th Oct-Day 1

The speaker of the day was Rev Fr Irudaya Jothi, S.J. (Social activist)
Topic -How to utilize Rights based approach in the Indian context today.
(National Food Security Act) Right to food (RBA).

18th Oct- Day 2
The Speaker for Day 2 was Rev Sr Inigo Joachim (SSA) 
Topic -"Our response to the cry of the Earth and cry of the poor in the post pandemic period"

19th Oct -Day 3
The 3rd Day was taken care by Dr. Astrid Lobo Gajiwala
Topic-"Sensitization for Women's empowerment (Gender Sensitization). She laid emphasis 

on the key objectives.
20th Oct-Day 4

Fourth day's resource person was Sr Phelomena D'Souza, FMA.
Topic- "Great women of the Bib Sou.

21st Oct-Day 5
Sr Lidwin Fernandes invited all the Regional Secretaries to read their regional reports of the year 

2019-20 of the activities carried out by the Women's Commission. Rev Fr Reginald Pinto from Udipi 
Diocese aprised us about the framing of the Vision and the Mission Statement of National Women's 
Commission. Future goals and objectives were discussed along with strategies to execute the same. Sr 
Lidwin informed us all that 25th of every month will be dedicated in prayers by the Women's 
Commission members towards elimination of violence against women.

The 5 days of Virtual 2nd National Conference culminated with a Thanksgiving note by Sr Lidwin.
Neelam Chopra, Secretary

Women's Commission
Jaipur
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Answers of Quiz No. 49

1. A champion who came out to fight for the Philistines

2. Gath.

3. Six cubits and a span.

4. Five thousand shekels of bronze.

5. The son of an Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah.

6. Eliab, Abinadab and Shammah.

7. To kill Goliath.

8. He was unaccustomed to using it.

9. His staff, five stones and a sling.

10. Five.

11. Scorn.

12. A sling and a stone.

13. Jonathan, son of Saul.

14. Jonathan.

15. Because he was jealous of David.

16. Because the Lord was with David, but had departed from Saul.

17. Jonathan.

18. Goliath's sword.

19. In the valley of Elah.

20. He pretended to be mad.

21. He left them with the king of Moab.

22. He wept.

1 Samuel

Birthdays
November

th
Fr. Joseph Jijo Varghese  06

th
Fr. Jebamalai Savariappan SJ 07  

th
Fr. Jijimon Maliakal  SJ 10  

th
Fr. Saji Nellikunnel  CST 13  

th
Fr. Alwin Padinjarekutt CST     14  

th
Fr. Deepak Thoomkuzhy CST 14

th
Fr. Jose Anickatt   15  

th
Fr. Micheal Premkumar MSFS 18  

thFr. Joseph Vilakkunnel  SJ 19
Ordinations
November

th
Fr. Dominic Arockiam  SJ 07

th
Fr. Sherry Pelakudiyil  SJ 08

th
Fr. Srikumar    10

th
Fr. Rex Angelo   SJ 13

th
Fr. Stephen D'souza   19

th
Fr. Matthew Moorthi   19

th
Fr. Shibu Menacherry  CST      29
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Books of the Bible-Crossword

Solution
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SUNDAY READINGS
AND MEDITATION

NOV. 2020 PAGE 19



PAGE 20 NOV. 2020



NOV. 2020 PAGE 21



PAGE 22 NOV. 2020



OBITUARY

Late Mr Mani Mani

Year of Birth : 1928

Demise : 26-10-2020

May His Soul Rest in Peace

Beloved Grandfather of Fr James T.M.



OBITUARY

Late Mr Augustine Saldanha

Birth    : 05-09-1930

Demise : 27-10-2020

May His Soul Rest in Peace

Beloved fGrand ather of Fr Romel
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